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FADE | N:
EXT. PRESENT DAY STREET -- AFTERNOON

A 22 ft. Ryder Truck -- towing a beat-up, 1980 red Jeep CJ-5 --
winds it's way through noderate traffic in Waterl oo, |owa.

CUT TO
I NT. TRUCK -- AFTERNOCON

DAVE ELDERS drives and taps his fingers to the beat as he
steers. Even though he's still in his 30's, there's a
weariness in his eyes. He's wearing the kind of clothes

you' d expect to find on soneone who has just poured his entire
apartnment into the back of a rental truck.

DAVE (V.Q)
That's nme. Dave Elders. |If you
wonder how an idiot driving Ryder
truck with all of his possessions
cranmed in the back can be so happy.

I[t's easy! I'mleavin' town! Mvin'
up! Boston, baby!

(pause)
Then again, | always get excited

ri ght before one of nmy "big noves."

CUT TO
EXT. PARKI NG LOT -- AFTERNOON

The big yellow truck turns into the parking |l ot of a bleak

little strip mall. This is the home of KQST Radio. The
station is |located at one end of the mall, next door to
"Fingers of Magic" Korean nail salon.
DAVE (V.Q.)
I"'ma disc jockey. O, if you prefer --
radi o personality -- or jock -- or,
as sone folks call nme: "That jackass

with the big nmouth who doesn't know
when to shut up.”

The truck stops near the front doors of the station -- next

to a late-nodel Cadillac. Parked right behind the Caddy is

a Plynmouth Neon containing MR CLARK, an inpatient and unhappy-
| ooking man with a cell phone. Dave clinbs out of the truck
and wal ks to the front door.

CUT TO
I NT. KQST LOBBY -- AFTERNOON
Inside, the glory of the 80's is everywhere. A tattered

KQST poster hangs, slightly unevenly behind the front desk,
a black nmetal job with faux wal nut top.



LI NDA, the receptionist, sits behind the desk tapping away
at a conputer keyboard. She's has a sweater thrown over her
shoul der as she hunches over the keys. As Dave enters, the
phone rings. She's not in love with this job. Wthout

| ooki ng up, she grabs the phone.

LI NDA
(di sinterested)
Waterloo's Hit Hone KQST 103.09.
Where More Music Matters More. \Wat
do you want ?

She pauses briefly, clicks the phone on hold. This is the
worst part of her job. Dave walks in, unseen.

LI NDA ( CONT' D)
M. Wight...it's M. dark fromthe
bank.

HERB (0. S.)

(yel l'ing)
I''mnot here.

LI NDA
He KNOAS you're here...he's parked
behi nd your car in the parking |ot.

Li nda wi shes she'd gone to hair dressers school when she had
t he chance.

HERB (O.S.)
Ch. Oay. Tell himl'mcomn' out.

Li nda picks up the phone and clicks the |ine.

LI NDA
He says he'll be right out.

Li nda puts the phone on hold. Dave isn't sure if Linda knows
he's there. She doesn't |ook up.

LI NDA ( CONT' D)
| thought you were gone already.

DAVE
Just about. Thought 1'd stop by to
say goodbye.

You' re sayi ng goodbye to me?! Ch. No. You nean..."goodbye"
to everybody.

LI NDA
| don't know why you're |eavin' again.
I thought you liked it here.

What do you say to that? A LARGE BROWN DOG runs down the
hal | way and junps on Dave. GCh God! |'mallergic!
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A cough - sone sneezes. The odd strains to |lick Dave's face.

DAVE
Hey watch it, Sam | don't know
where that tongue's been!
HERB WRI GHT, the station GM anbles down the hall. He's a
man in his 50's, who looks a little older than that. Maybe
it's the fact that he's a pipe snoker -- or maybe it's the

years of dodging creditors. He wal ks past Dave and Sam and
| ooks out the front door as the dog/man westling match
conti nues.

HERB
Sonofabitch. ['monly 120 days past.

He taps his pipe on his shoe. Dave tries sliding under the
dog.

HERB ( CONT' D)
What are you doin' here? Want your
j ob back?

LI NDA
He stopped by to say goodbye.

Herb qui ckly pokes nore tobacco in his pipe.

HERB
Okay. Goodbye.

Dave sneezes and find hinmself staring up at Sam s dangling
private parts.

DAVE
Coul d you call-off San? He's killin'
me, here.

Herb's got nore inportant things on his mnd.

HERB
You want me to say we're gonna m Ss
ya'? | already told you that.

What Dave really wants is for Herb to call-off Sam H's
eyes are watering.

DAVE
I know, | was just --

HERB
--Stop it Sam vya' | unmmox!

Sam wags his tail and retreats down the hallway. Dave
sneezes. Herb | ooks out the front door.



DAVE
| didn't have a chance to talk to
you at my party, today. | wanted to

tell you personally how nuch I
appreci ate your hel p.

HERB
Hell, | know that.

Not exactly the response Dave was | ooking for.

HERB ( CONT' D)
It's not |ike you haven't left before.

DAVE
Yeah, but this time I'mgoin' to
Boston. And, |I'mnot com ng back.

Bi g Deal .

HERB
| went to Boston once. | was back
here in one week.

DAVE
That was different...you were on

vacati on.
Hhm  Good point. Herb turns to | ook out the door, again.

DAVE ( CONT' D)
Anyway, you gave ne a job when
really needed it. | owe you, Herb.

There's a long pause. |Is Herb getting enotional? Dave isn't
sure. \What about Linda? W0 knows.

HERB
You know, if you want to pay ne back,
| got an opportunity for you right
now.

Oh great. Herb turns in tine to see Dave's expression.

DAVE
Now?

HERB
Don't get your undies in a bundle.
| know you're goin' to "Boston!"
This'I|l just take a few m nutes.

Maybe Dave shoul d have kept his big DJ nouth shut.



HERB ( CONT' D)
Just a few minutes, | prom se.

CUT TO
EXT. PARKING LOT -- LATER

In the gathering darkness, of the late afternoon the station
doors open and Linda | eads the way outside as Dave foll ows,
wal ki ng backwards -- pulling a furniture dolly and bal anci ng
a large box. MR CLARK, in the Neon, |ooks expectantly at
the doors as they open, Is it Herb? OCh. No. False alarm
Dave hauls the large box to the back of the truck and opens
the doors. He and Linda struggle to hoist the box up into
the back of the overstuffed truck. It's a battle they're
Rof going to win. M CLARK sees the trouble and gets out to
el p.

MR CLARK
Need a hand?

DAVE
Oh, you don't have to--

MR, CLARK
No problem really.

Eye contact wth Linda.

MR. CLARK (CONT' D)
Pl ease, |let ne!

Linda can wait to watch this. Cark quickly takes her place.
Dave is happy for the help. Not happy it's M Cdark. They
grunt and bang the box into the side of the truck a couple

times -- and finally get it inside.
DAVE
Thanks.
MR, CLARK
No probl em

M Cdark junps up inside the truck, pulls sone papers out of
his suit jacket and | ooks at the big box. Ch oh. M dark
slides the fol ded papers through a slot near a flap.

MR. CLARK ( CONT' D)
Herb, we're giving you the extension.
Sign the papers when you get a chance.

The three | ook at the box. Busted!



HERB (Q. S.)
(muf f I ed)
Sonebody get ne a pen.

CUT TGO
EXT. PARKI NG LOT -- EVEN NG
Herb and MR CLARK are beside Herb's Cadillac, as the GV
| eans over the hood of his car, signing papers. Linda and
Dave are next to the Ryder truck. She |ooks up.

LI NDA
Must be exciting to nove, huh?

He's heard THAT before.

DAVE
Maybe |'ve done it too nuch.

Linda clinbs on the step to the door

L1 NDA
Show e ar ound!
DAVE
What ?
L1 NDA
Conme on! |'ve never been in a big

truck like this!
Am | ever gonna get out of here?

DAVE
Go on. Get in.

Linda flings the door open. A cuckoo clock slides out.
Dave | eaps forward like a wide receiver and grabs it in
mdair. He |eans against the truck, grasping the clock,
Holding it like a priceless heirloom

LI NDA
The Cuckoo!

Anot her check on all the parts.

DAVE
Yeah. The cuckoo.

ANGLE ON THE CUCKOO CLOCK' S FACE I N THE FADI NG EVENI NG LI GHT
DI SSOLVE TO
ANGLE ON THE SAME CUCKOO CLOCK -- | N BRAND NEW CONDI TI ON



I NT. KQST LOBBY 8 YEARS EARLI ER -- MORNI NG

It's being carried by NANCY JAM ESON. Pretty. 25. Newsperson
for the KQST norning show. The |obby's the same; but, newer,
brighter and fresher. Nancy stops to show the clock to a

much younger Linda. An early 90's hit playing.

DAVE (V. Q.)

Nancy gave ne the cuckoo eight years
ago. That's her talking to Linda.

(pause)
Gee, Linda | ooked different back
t hen, huh? Anyway, when Terry and |
got the gig to do the norning show
in Waterl oo, Nancy was the newsperson.

Li nda and Nancy wal k down the hallway toward the studio.
Li nda suddenly runs back to the front desk to grab a box of
Dunki n Donuts; then hurries to catch up with Nancy.

DAVE ( CONT' D)
Nancy was smart, funny and hot. It
didn't take long for nme to figure
all that out. Hell, fromthe get-
go, | thought she was perfect.
Meanwhi | e, Nancy thought | was...well,
I was a disc jockey. But, eventually,
she was able to overl ook that
fact...and we hooked- up.

CUT TO

I NT. KQST STUDI O -- MORNI NG

The studio at KQST is a junble of new and ol d technol ogy.
Even though no records or reel-to-reel tapes are used anynore,
there are still three turntables and two tape decks in place
where they were installed when the studios were built in the
60's. The smallish studio is crammed with a dozen peopl e.
Herb, looking pretty nuch the sanme, is standing near the
studi o door, expressionless, holding a small brown puppy
nanmed "Sam " snoking a pipe and wondering if it's a good
idea to let his enployees take advantage of himlike this.
Everyone el se is talking and | aughing. Dave is at the
controls. Just across the unused turntables, sitting at
another mc, is Dave's partner, TERRY MEYERS. He's in his
early 20's -- wearing dress slacks, a white shirt with the
sl eeves rolled up -- and tie, |oosened at the neck.

DAVE (V. Q.) (CONT' D)
It was ny birthday. And, sonehow,
Li nda and Nancy convinced Herb it
woul dn't kill himif the staff took
a few mnutes away fromwork to
surprise me on the air with a little

party.
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Terry is laughing and flirting with a couple of fenale staff
menbers.

DAVE (V. Q.) CONT' D)
That's Terry. Geat guy, really.
Funny, talented. And, best of al
he and Nancy really got al ong great
wi th each ot her

Terry stops |aughing abruptly as he sees Nancy peeking in
the studio window with Linda | ooking over her shoulder. The
song i s ending, Dave puts on his headphones and keys the mc
as Sam yi ps happily.

DAVE (CONT' D)
KQST — Dave and Terry with the Morning
Thing. And, today we got a "thing"
goin" on!

TERRY
Hoo- Hah!

The two wave their hands in the air to get the group in the
studi o to nake noi se. They do.

TERRY ( CONT' D)
It's Dave's birthday. O, should I
call you "G anps?"

DAVE
Hey, careful! Sonmeday, you'll have a
3in front of your age, too, pal.
TERRY
Uh, the name's"Terry" -- not "pal."

But, that's okay, Wen you get ol der --
the menory's the first thing to go.

Everyone | aughs.

DAVE
Maybe so. But, |'m never gonna forget
this birthday! I1t's been a bl ast!

The group cheers. The studi o door sw ngs open as Nancy bursts
inwith a lighted candle stuck in a cruller. Linda is close
behi nd carrying the cuckoo cl ock conceal ed behi nd her back.

NANCY
Hold it! Hold everything, Dave!

The crowded studi o erupts with appl ause, hoots and whistles.

TERRY
It's Lovely Linda and Newsgirl Nancy
carrying a delightfully decorated,
donut with a candle in it!



NANCY
Happy Birthday, Dave!

The group clears a path for Nancy as she noves in close to
Dave -- so she can talk on mc

DAVE
Not hi ng says "happy birthday" |ike a
candle in a donut.

TERRY
"Candle in a Donut"...that's an El ton
John song, right?

G oup chuckles. Sam yips.

NANCY
El ton John? Cee, Terry, | pegged
you nore as a CGeorge M chael kinda

guy.
More group chuckl es.

TERRY
Quch.

NANCY
Anyway, Dave, when we were trying to
cone up with a good gift idea for
you, sonmebody pointed out how you're
always |l ate getting into the news.

DAVE
It wasn't Herb, was it?

The group hoots and hollers. Herb al nost sm|es.

NANCY
So, we all chipped in to get you
sonmet hing so special, we had to get
an extra-special person to present
it to you. My | present the
President of the United States!

Dave reaches for a small mni keyboard next to the console
and plays the first few notes of "Hail to the Chief." The
group cheers. Terry does an inpersonation of Bill Cinton

TERRY
(as dinton)
Dave, this is your President Bill--
“I Didn't Do It" "No One Saw Me Do
It" "You Can't Prove | Did It"--
Clinton!

The group cheers.



DAVE
M. President! VWhat an honor.

TERRY
(as dinton)
For you, maybe.

The group | aughs. Sam bar ks

TERRY ( CONT' D)
(as dinton)
Is that a dog? | |ove doggies! 'Cause
doggi es got style! And, who don't
i ke doggi e style?

DAVE
Careful M. President!

THE GROUP LAUGHS. TERRY
(as dinton)
But, let's put the doggies behind
us, so to speak...

GROUP CHUCKLES
DAVE Good idea, sir.

TERRY
(as dinton)
...Because, you see, it IS indeed a
real pleasure to be here. Well hell
t hese days, any tine | get to talk
about sonethin' other than Little
Wllie...it's a real pleasure!

The group | aughs and appl auds.

DAVE (V. Q.)
Ah, the dinton years! The gol den
age of political conedy!

G oup appl ause di e down.

DAVE ( CONT' D)
Ri ght.

TERRY
(as dinton)
That's why it's a real honor to
present -- not only the birthday
donut. ..

Nancy pl aces the lighted donut in front Dave.
TERRY ( CONT' D)

.But, also, this gift!
( MORE)
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TERRY ( CONT' D)
May you never again forget when it's
time for the news! Lovely Linda,
show hi myour stuff, darlin'! And,
after you do that...

The group chuckl es.

TERRY ( CONT' D)
... Show Dave his gift!

Li nda whi sks the clock from behind her back and holds it in
the air. Nancy quickly starts the pendul um sw ngi ng and
noves the mnute hand to the top of the hour...it cuckoos
tw ce. The crowd | aughs. Nancy gives Dave a hug.

DAVE (V. Q.)
The cuckoo. It becane kind of a
signature of our show.

CUT TO

I NT. KQST STUDI O -- LATER

The | ast of the group is |leaving the studi o. Dave has

unpl ugged t he headphone cord and stuck it in his pocket...the
headphones still around his neck. Terry has placed his
headphones in a briefcase. He closes the lid, then rolls

down his shirt sleeves and tightens his tie.

DAVE (V. Q.)
It was like -- no matter where
was. .. Nancy was there, too. Terry
and | loved it.

TERRY

W gonna | eave that there 24/77?

He points at the cuckoo clock, which is now nounted on the
wal | above the consol e.

DAVE
Why not ?

A frowm. The door opens slightly. Nancy pokes her head in
t he studio.

NANCY
Dave! It's sofa day! W go shopping
at noon. Don't be |ate!

Terry's not expecting that.

TERRY
Noon? W were gonna work on the job
search today.
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Nancy's in no nood. God, Terry, |ighten up.

NANCY
You guys and that job search. Wy
can't you just be happy here?

Terry grabs his briefcase. Sone things are better |eft
unsai d. Tension anyone?

DAVE
Ckay, okay, you two!

Dave | ooks at Nancy.

DAVE ( CONT' D)
I'l'l be honme at noon.

He turns toward Terry.

DAVE ( CONT' D)
And, you and I wll still have tine
to work on the job search

This is not the news either Nancy or Terry wanted to hear.

NANCY
| f you two are going to nove...why
are the two of us buying furniture?

DAVE
Honey, |I--

NANCY
--Just forget it.

She | eaves. The door closes behind her. Terry wal ks past
Dave to the door.

TERRY
Dave, if you can't commt to the
team .. mybe we should forget it,
t 0o.

Terry |l eaves. Dave stares at the doorway as the M DDAY JOCK
wal ks in with his headphones around his neck, he barely
acknowl edges Terry as a song is ending, he hits a button on

t he consol e and we hear a KQST bunper that flows into another
song. The clock cuckoos ten tines.

M DDAY JOCK
Is that thing stayin' in here?

Dave | ooks at the guy and the clock, then wal ks out.
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M DDAY JOCK ( CONT' D)
Ckee- doke- ee.

CUT TO
EXT. HAPPY HI LLS APARTMENTS -- LATE AFTERNOON

The apartnment conplex is an array of townhouse-style units.
Dave pulls up in his red CJ-5, parks and hops out. He points
to an open parking space nearby, so that Terry, who's driving
a rental truck, knows where to park. Terry starts to pul
into the spot as Dave sprints to the front door of the
apartment he shares with Nancy. He knocks.

NANCY (O S.)
(muf f I ed)
Wo is it?

Okay, big guy, let's get this right.

DAVE
Furniture delivery, m'am

NANCY (O S.)
Go away, asshol e.

Whoops. Regroup

DAVE
Ah ah ah! That's another 50-cents
for the swear jar for using the "A-

Hol e" word!

NANCY (O S.)
Tell you what. |'Ill donate anot her
buck to the jar...you "Fucking
Asshol e."

DAVE
Ch, come on, Nance, | got you a new
sof a!

Nancy unl ocks the door and opens it a crack.

NANCY
You were supposed to be hone at noon,
so we could go together.

DAVE
| know, but there was sone stuff we
had to do -- you know, for the show...
NANCY

--For the job search
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DAVE
Vel |, okay...the job search. And, it
ran a little | ong.

The door starts to cl ose.

DAVE ( CONT' D)
Okay, okay! 1t went a lot |ong.
And, | knew you'd be upset. That's
why | decided to surprise you and
pi ck out the sofa nyself. You know --
save you the hassle of going and
al | .

NANCY
God, Dave...you're such a...qguy.
(pause)
So, you got the one | wanted?

DAVE
Uh, no. They'd already sold it.
But, that didn't stop Terry and ne!
W | ooked all over the store. But,
we finally found it. Well, actually
| did. And, it's so cool

NANCY
Dave, let me get this straight, you
didn't take me. You went shopping
for our sofa with H W

She makes that sound so w ong.

DAVE
Don't bl ame him

Terry is out of the truck, and preparing to open the rear
doors.

NANCY
Ch, don't worry. | won't.

Nancy is suddenly stunned into silence. She's |ooking at
the truck. Dave spins to see van doors open -- revealing a
purple sofa with yellow trim

NANCY ( CONT' D)
Purple...

DAVE
--Actually, it's a "designer color."
The worman called it "nmauve!™"

He turns back toward Nancy.
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DAVE ( CONT' D)
You won't believe this. It was on
sal e!

The door slans in his face.
CUT TO
INT. TERRY' S APARTMENT -- NI GHT

Silver light filters through the front windowin the |iving
room of Terry's one bedroom apartnment. The clock in the
kitchen reads 2:13. W can hear soft grunts and snores. In
the bedroomis half-light, Terry is peacefully cuddled with
SOVE G RL he net the night before. Suddenly the Ioud

el ectronic warble of the phone cuts through the near silence.
Terry wakes up. The girl's eyes flash open.

SOVE G RL
Ohmigod! If that's my husband, |'m
not here.

TERRY

You're marri ed?

The phone blurts out again.

DAVE (O S.)
Terry, for Crissakes pick up the
phone!

TERRY
['"mnot answering it. It mght be
Nancy.

The phone bl eats again. A bright, overhead light clicks on
in the living room Dave cones to the bedroom doorway,
wearing only a pair of |ess than spotless jockey shorts and
a KQST T-shirt. The girl squeals and yanks up the covers in
faux nodesty. Surprise.

DAVE
Where' d you cone fronf

SOVE G RL
FI annagan' s.

Huh?
TERRY
Yeah, after you went to sleep,
went out.
The phone tweets again.

TERRY ( CONT' D)
Dave, the phone! It mght be Nancy.
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Right! He bend to grab the phone off the nightstand. As he
does, we see, behind him the new purple sofa -- wedged into
what little open space Terry had in his living room

DAVE
Nancy?

There's no response.

DAVE ( CONT' D)
I's that you honey-bear?

CUT TO
EXT. DOMNTOMN SPOKANE WASHI NGTON -- NI GHT

A fewdimlights shine froma darkened office building in
one of the mddle floors. Wth the help of a nearby
streetlight, we can see the building' s name: "Spokane Towers."

DAVE (O.S.)
(phone eq.)
Cone on sweetie. Talk to ne.
CUT TO
I NT. WAYNE EVERHARDT' S OFFI CE -- N GHT

VWAYNE EVERHARDT is a bullish man with a shockingly white

mane of hair. The hair sets off his incredibly black eyebrows
and dark eyes. He's sitting behind a cluttered desk in an
office lit only by one desk lanp. His clock reads 12: 13.

WAYNE
Did you just call me "honey- bear?"

CUT TO
I NT. TERRY'S APARTMENT -- N GHT

It's show tine!

DAVE
No, | just called you "sweetie."
Earlier, | called you "honey-bear."
Terry, sits up in bed.
TERRY

Wo is it?
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Dave wal ks out of the bedroomand into the living room

CUT TGO
I NT. WAYNE EVERHARDT' S OFFI CE -- N GHT
Wayne | ooks at the phone and nearly screans into it.
WAYNE
Who is this?
DAVE (Q. S.)
(phone eq.)
That's a good question. But, a better
one mght be -- Do you know what
freakin' time it is??
WAYNE
This is Wayne Everhardt, Genera
Manager of KDMB, FM 106. 3 in Spokane,
Washi ngt on
CUT TGO

I NT. TERRY'S APARTMENT -- N GHT

DAVE
M. Ever-hard? 1Is that |ike a "double
ent endr e?"

Terry scranbl es over the junble of furniture toward the phone.

TERRY
Everhardt! KDMVB -- Spokane! G nme
t hat !

He junps over the back of new sofa and | ands on a cushion in
a sitting position, hand outstretched for the receiver. Dave
hands hi mthe phone.

TERRY ( CONT' D)
M. Everhardt! This is Terry Meyer!

WAYNE (O. S.)
(phone eq.)
Were you asl eep?



TERRY
Vel l, uh--

I NT. WAYNE EVERHARDT' S OFFI CE -- N CGHT

VAYNE
You said in your letter, you' re always
up at 2 in the nmorning preparing for
your show. That's what caught the
eye of our consultant.

TERRY (Q. S.)
(phone eq.)
Oh.  Yeah, we--

VWAYNE
--And, who's the smart ass?

TERRY (Q. S.)
(phone eq.)
Ch, that's Dave...ny partner
Wayne pauses a nonent to collect hinself.
WAYNE

Oh. So, you guys...uh..."teamup"
after hours, too...huh?

I NT. TERRY'S APARTMENT -- N GHT

Dave is sitting next to Terry, scratching hinself.

TERRY
Huh? No! Dave's just over here to

To do what ?

TERRY ( CONT' D)
Wrk on the show

I NT. WAYNE EVERHARDT' S OFFI CE -- N CGHT

WAYNE
You' re sure? Because, in this town,
when it comes to alternative
lifestyles, our research shows that
one is not an alternative...if you
know what |'m sayi ng.

18.

CUT TO

CUT TO

CUT TO
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TERRY (Q. S.)
(phone eq.)
I think I know what you're saying.
I hope you know what |'msaying...if
you know what |'m sayi ng.

WAYNE
Let me put it another way, Terry:

It's inportant for you to be straight
with ne.

CUT TO

I NT. TERRY'S APARTMENT -- N GHT

TERRY
Anni el

The girl, hair a mess, pokes her head out of the bedroom

TERRY ( CONT' D)
My girlfriend, Annie's here. You
want to talk to her?

She's hastily throw ng on her cl othes.
SOVE G RL
Annette. The nanme's Annette. Not
Anni el How many tinmes did | tell you
t hat ?

TERRY
Wuld you talk to M. Everhardt?

She clinbs over the purple sofa to get to the front door.
SOVE G RL
Ever-hard? Sure! He sounds l|ike the
exact opposite of youl
Dave has to admt. That's funny. Terry's not | aughing.
Annette cheks out the Dave and his purple sofa.

SOVE G RL ( CONT' D)
Ni ce sof a.

She's gone. The door sl ans.



20.

DAVE
I Iike her!

CUT TO
I NT. WAYNE EVERHARDT' S OFFI CE -- N CGHT

VAYNE
Long-termrel ati onshi p?

TERRY (O S.)
(phone eq.)
For ne? Yes sir.

They chuckl e together, briefly.

WAYNE
Let's tal k about your friend, Dave.
He's got a pretty big nouth on him
doesn't he?

CUT TO
I NT. TERRY'S APARTMENT -- N GHT

Terry | ooks at Dave who makes a nonkey face in return.

TERRY
I wouldn't say it's a bad thing.

VWAYNE (O S.)
(phone eq.)
Vell, it won't fly with nme...or Rob
Ryan. You know Rob?

TERRY
Sure! Ryan Radi o Associates. He's
one of the biggest radio consultants
around. We've sent hima ton of air-
checks!

CUT TO
I NT. WAYNE EVERHARDT' S OFFI CE -- N CGHT

VAYNE
Uh huh. Well, he doesn't take crap
fromjocks. But, if you work with
him he' |l work with you

TERRY (Q. S.)
(phone eq.)
Not a problem
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WAYNE
| hope not...because, R p Staggers,
our current norning guy who's | eaving,
becane a | egend around here -- only
because he |istened to Rob.

TERRY (O.S.)
(phone eq.)
Rip Staggers. Yeah, | read about
himin the trades. He's noving to
Reno.

VAYNE
Right. That's why |I'mcalling.

ANGLE ON A BI G PILE OF CASSETTE TAPES AND CD-RS ON THE FLOOR
WAYNE ( CONT' D)

| just got done listening to a huge

pile of crappy air checks that Rob

sent my way. And, your tape is now

sitting on top of the pile of crap.

CUT TGO

I NT. TERRY'S APARTMENT -- N GHT

TERRY
Uh, is that a good thing?

Dave nmout hs the word "What ?"
WAYNE (O. S.)

(phone eq.)
That depends. ..

CUT TO
| NT. WAYNE EVERHARDT' S OFFI CE -- N GHT
VAYNE
...on if you two want to cone out
here this weekend to tal k about doing
Mor ni ngs i n Spokane.
CUT TO
I NT. TERRY'S APARTMENT -- NI GHT

Terry's not used to hearing good news. Dave's conpletely in
t he dark.
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DAVE
What ?
CUT TO
EXT. KQST PARKI NG LOT -- SUNRI SE
There's a beautiful sunrise over the strip mall. Dave's CJ,

Terry's blue Ford Probe and Nancy's ol der nodel Jetta are
parked outside the front door of the radio station as a
Cadillac pulls up and parks. Herb gets out and heads for
t he door, searching his pants for his key.

DAVE (V.Q.)
It's a funny thing about job
interviews; they can turn even the
ni cest people...like Terry and ne...
into |l owrent secret agents.

CUT TO
I NT. KQST STUDI O -- MORN NG

As Nancy reads the news in the news studio, Dave and Terry
are looking at a large highway map with a red |ine drawn on
it to highlight the route fromWaterl oo to Spokane. On the
turnt abl es between them Chanber of Conmerce brochures
proclaim "Spokane...the Lilac Gty."

DAVE (V. Q.)
You' ve got to be cunning. You' ve got
to be wily. You' ve got to be
surreptitious.

(pause)
"Syrup-titious." | gotta wite that
down. ..l could turn that into a bit
... about pancakes!

(pause)

O ...mybe not.

Herb opens the studi o door and pokes his head in, catching
Dave and Terry conpletely unaware. Terry quickly grabs the
huge map, wads it up and stuffs it under his chair. Dave
sits upright and turns toward Herb with a surprised smle.

DAVE (V.Q.) (CONT' D)
You' ve got to have ice water running
t hrough your veins.

Herb | ooks at the two, definitely noticing their odd behavior.
He says "Hi " and gives a quick wave. Dave and Terry, respond
with weak waves and sickly smles.

DAVE (V.Q.) (CONT' D)
Your very livelihood depends on
keepi ng everything top secret.
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As the door is closing, Herb's spots to the Spokane Chanber
of Commerce materials. Busted.

CUT TO
EXT. KQST PARKI NG LOT -- DAY

Herb, puffing on his pipe, is walking his puppy along the
sidewalk in front of the strip-mall stores. Sam stops at
every post that supports the overhang protecting the sidewalk.

DAVE (V. Q.)
Secrecy. That's the key. Face it.
Even if the boss knows he's not paying
you enough, you can't tell himyou're
| ooking for a job.

Sam squats and poops. Herb |ooks around, takes a puff on
hi s pi pe and kicks the poop off the sidewalk with the toe of
hi s shoe. Sam nmeanders on.

DAVE (V.0O.) (CONT' D)
' Cause, he'll feel betrayed...and
start | ooking for soneone to repl ace
you! And, if you don't get the
job...you' re screwed. So, you gotta
be cagey, keep things secret...cover
your tracks.

Sam st ops outside "Skyline Travel." Herb [ ooks in the w ndow
and al nost drops the pipe out of his nouth.

ANGLE ON I NTERI OR OF SKYLI NE TRAVEL

Inside, we see Dave and Terry sitting with an agent -- making
reservations.

CUT TO
EXT. HAPPY HI LLS APARTMENTS -- DAY

Dave wal ks toward the apartnment he shares with Nancy. He's
carrying a dozen roses. Hope this works!

DAVE (V. Q.)
O course, when it cane to talking
about a job interview 16-hundred
mles away, Herb was the | east of ny
Worries.

At the front door, he pulls his key out of his pocket and is
about to stick it in the |lock, when it opens.

DAVE ( CONT' D)
Scared ne!

Nancy's been crying. She sees the flowers. Big deal.
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NANCY
What ' s goi ng on, Dave?

DAVE
Oh, well, uh...last, Terry--

NANCY
| don't care about you and Terry. |
care about you and ne. \Wat's going
on with you and ne, Dave?

Dave hol ds out the roses.

DAVE
|"msorry.

She doesn't take the roses. He |owers them

NANCY
Me too. I'msorry that | let you
fool me into thinking you weren't
just another stupid disc jockey with
one thing on his m nd.

DAVE
Sex?

NANCY
No. Radio. Your stupid show That's
really all you care about.

He hol ds out the roses. Oh, please! He |lowers the roses.

DAVE
Nancy, | care about you nore than ny
stupid job!

NANCY

And, that's why you went with Terry
to shop for our sofa.

She turns and wal ks i nside. Dave follows, head down, stil
hol di ng t he bouquet.

CUT TO
I NT. NANCY & DAVE' S APARTMENT -- DAY

The front roomof the apartnent is extrenmely sparse. The
roomis furnished in what mght be called "College DormLite."
There are bookshel ves nade of concrete bl ocks and 1X6s, an
old pole lanmp in one corner next to a ratty armchair --
rescued froma yard sale -- and a couple of folding chairs
where, soneday, a sofa m ght | ook nice.

DAVE
Nancy, you're ny whole world!



NANCY
No. I'ma fraction of your "whole
world." Way do | know that...and you
don't?

DAVE

Ckay, okay you're right. My job's
i mportant, too.

NANCY
Well, of course it is. And, Terry's
part of your job. | understand that.

Dave hol ds out the flowers again.

NANCY ( CONT' D)
But, Dave, when you're not worKking.
When we're not at work. | have to be
nunber one.

He takes a seat on the other folding chair next to Nancy,
still clinging to the roses.

DAVE
Nancy, | was w ong.

NANCY
Yeah, you were. And, you were w ong
when you spent the |ast two weekends,
with Terry -- working on your job
search. You guys belong here. Accept
it.
What can he say that m ght get her back

DAVE
You're right.

Nancy | ooks back to Dave and al nost sm|es.

DAVE ( CONT' D)
Can you forgive ne?

He holds the flowers up again.

NANCY
Dave roses aren't a quick fix! Stop
sticking those things in ny face!
They' re not going to change the way
| feel.

He drops bouquet agai n.

DAVE
Yeah, I'msorry. | guess | just
don't know what to say. Except...['m

sorry. Really sorry.

25.
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Men. God, they're stupid.

NANCY
That sof a.

DAVE
Yeah...not quite the color you had
in mnd, huh?

NANCY
That's an understatenent. But, 1've
been thinking about it. And, we can
do sonet hing about it.

DAVE
Sell it at a yard sal e?

NANCY
No, Slipcovers! 1t'll be fun. W
can go Shopping together this weekend!

Ch oh.

NANCY ( CONT' D)
['"'msure we can find sonething.
It's Friday. W' ve got the whole
weekend to shop and make- up.
Way is he turning whiter than usual ?

NANCY ( CONT' D)
I s sonet hing wong?

DAVE
Uh, well, see...l"mgonna be alittle
busy this weekend...
Busy? Dave desperately raises the bouquet one |ast tine.
CUT TGO
EXT. SPOKANE Al RPORT -- NI GHT
A passenger jet flies over and | ands.
CUT TGO
I NT. SPOKANE Al RPORT -- NI GHT
Wayne is standing in the | obby of the airport with a hand-
lettered sign reading "Terry and Dave." Dave and Terry
approach. They exchange greeti ngs.
DAVE (V. Q.)

My heart was in Waterloo...but, ny
future was in Spokane.



27.
It was like Terry said.

TERRY (V. Q)
Dave, it's Spokane! W can't turn
our back on a chance to take a step
into the big tine!

CUT TO
EXT. SPOKANE HI LTON -- N GHT
It's a slow Saturday night in front of the hotel
DAVE
Vell it seenmed "big" at the "tine."
CUT TO

I NT. SPOKANE HI LTON BAR -- NI GHT

At a table just off the dance floor, Dave and Terry are
sitting wth Wayne and ROB RYAN, the consultant. Rob is a
45-year-old...trying to look like a 25-year-old. He's a
snooth and fast talker. Dave's in a sport coat. The other
three are wearing suits. A small band in the |ounge is
playing their versions of current and classic hits -- badly.

ROB
You guys are gonna be great here.
This town is gonna | ove you! Don't
get me wrong...you' re gonna have to
change sone things. But that's why
Wayne hired nme...to point you in the
ri ght direction.

TERRY
Sure. W under st and.
WAYNE
Rob here nmade Ri p Staggers what he
i s today.
ROB
Yeah, well, owe it all to Wayne

|
here for givin' ne the go-ahead to
ride Ripalittle.

DAVE
Ride hima little?

WAYNE
Yeah, Rob has a great way of puttin’
it. It's like you guys are al
j ockeys...and, uh --

ROB
No no, Wayne...|l'mthe jockey...



You guys are gonna | ove this!

ROB ( CONT' D)
You guys are thoroughbreds. As the
jockey, it's nmy job to ride you hard,
until you cross the finish |ine!

Dave whinnies |ike a horse. Rob alnost smles.
ROB ( CONT' D)
--Quys, | hate to run. But, |'ve got
a plane to catch

He holds out his hand to Terry.

ROB ( CONT' D)
Congratul ations on the gig. | look
forward to working with you.

DAVE
And whi ppi ng us across the finish

l'ine.
Rob stands w t hout shaking hands w th Dave.

ROB
Wayne, 1'll talk to you Monday.
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The two new enpl oyees sit unconfortably with their new boss.
They listen for a few nonments as the bar band perforns an

of f-key rendition of "Every Tine You Go Away."
along for a line or two.

TERRY
She'll be there when you get back,
Dave.

Wayne stands abruptly.

WAYNE
@Quys, you got a plane to catch
tonorrow nmorning. And, | sincerely
do not want to hang around here any
longer. So, 1'll see you back here
next weekend.

Wayne wi nks, stands quickly and | eaves.

TERRY
Dave, we did it buddy!

DAVE
Yeah. Yeah, we did it.

Dave takes a sip of beer. Ch brother.

Dave sings



TERRY
Nancy. Right?
DAVE
What if she won't nove out here?
TERRY
Then, | guess she isn't that crazy
about you.
DAVE

It's not that sinple. She's got a
career, too.

Terry spots TWO WOVEN. They're looking in the duo's
direction.

DAVE ( CONT' D)
What if she doesn't want to give
that up to come with ne.

Terry smles, nods and gives a small wave to the two wonen.

DAVE ( CONT' D)
| nmean, even if she, you know, feels
like I do...that m ght not be enough.

Dave suddenly realizes Terry's not paying attention

DAVE ( CONT' D)
Jesus, Terry!

Oh!

TERRY
Dave, |'msorry, man. | guess |
always get a little unconfortable
heari ng soneone tal k about "Ilove."

DAVE
Love? | didn't say that word.

TERRY
Right, you didn't. And, | bet you
haven't said it to her either.
Maybe it's tine.

Thanks, you're a BI G hel p.
TERRY ( CONT' D)
Look, Dave, I'ma player...you're
not. That's cool.

Dave takes a sip of beer.

29.



30.
TERRY ( CONT' D)
You need a full-tinme woman...|l'm
into part-timers.
How ast ut e!

DAVE
Meani ng?

Terry glances away to the wonen at the bar again, then | ooks
at Dave.

TERRY
You just passed 3-0 on the ol
odonmeter, ny man. |If you |ove Nancy,
tell her. 1 think it's great that
you care that nuch. And, Dave...if
she cares about you...she'll nove

out here.
He wi nks at the two women as the singer nurders a high note.
TERRY ( CONT' D)
| mean...what's not to | ove about
this place?
W hang in for a few nore painful bars of the song as Terry

nods and raises his glass to the two giggling wonen; and
Dave takes another mserable sip fromhis beer.

CUT TO
EXT. DES MJ NES Al RPORT PARKI NG LOT -- DAY

It's a gray day. Terry and Dave stand next to the red CJ-5
which has a flat. Their overnight bags are at their feet.

TERRY
Don't these things usually have a
spare tire on the back?

Dave nods.

TERRY ( CONT' D)
Well, where is it?

Dave points at the flat tire.

DAVE
You're lookin' at it.

Nancy's Jetta turns down the aisle. Dave picks up his bag.

DAVE ( CONT' D)
That's Nancy!
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He waves. Terry picks up his bag as Nancy stops beside them
Dave hops in the front seat, Terry in the back

CUT TGO
I NT. NANCY'S CAR -- DAY
Nancy stares straight ahead.

TERRY
Thanks for com ng, Nance. Bozo here
dropped his Triple A nenbership.

DAVE

(quietly)
Thanks for com ng.

He | eans over to give her a kiss on the cheek, but is jerked
si deways as she puts the car into gear and drives away.

CUT TO
I NT. NANCY'S CAR -- DAY
Nancy | ooks into the rearview mrror at Terry.

NANCY
So, how was it?

TERRY
Oh, let me tell ya', Nancy, there's
nothin' |ike being on the West Coast!

DAVE
You can say that again!

Nancy keeps her eyes on the road.

NANCY
Uh, | hate to break it to you guys;
but, the "West Coast" is where you
find things |like sand, seabirds --
and, the ocean!
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She janms the car into a | ower gear and swerves to the right.
CUT TO
EXT. DES MO NES STREET -- DAY

Nancy's car swerves around a slownoving van in the |eft
| ane. The horn bl ares.

CUT TO
I NT. NANCY' S CAR -- DAY
She looking in the rearview mrror and says under her breath --

NANCY
Dunb bast ard.

Dave is | ooking straight ahead.

TERRY

Hey, Nancy...take it easy.
NANCY

You guys didn't go to the "West

Coast." You went to Spokane--
TERRY

--Which is in the state of Washi ngton;
whi ch has a coastline which abuts
the Pacific ocean. | rest ny case.

Dave | ooks over his shoulder at Terry. Could you please
just keep your mouth shut?

NANCY
Spokane is in eastern Washi ngton.

She | ooks into the rearview at Terry.

NANCY ( CONT' D)
The only "west coast"” you were near
...was the west coast...of |daho.

TERRY
Jeal ous, huh?

NANCY
Watch it Terry...or, so help ne,
"Il stop and | eave you right here!

Terry raises both hands in nock surrender and pantom nes
zipping his nmouth shut. They drive in unconfortable silence
for a few nonments.

DAVE
I love you.



Vel |, that's unexpected!

NANCY
VWhat ?

Dave | ooks at Terry for backup.

TERRY
Not now, Dave.

NANCY
What did you say?

DAVE
Not hi ng.

She | ooks in the rearview mrror.

NANCY
What did he say, Terry?
TERRY
I think you heard him Nancy. He
said he | oves you.
Dave slunps in his seat.
TERRY ( CONT' D)
In fact, the whole trip, all he tal ked
about was you
She | ooks in the rearview
TERRY ( CONT' D)
Real | y.
Nancy gl ances at Dave.
DAVE
| did. | really mssed you
NANCY
| mgi ne how nmuch you'll mss ne...

after you nove away.

DAVE
Don't say that.

NANCY

You guys took the job, didn't you?

33.

There's a pause as Nancy swerves the car again and bl ows her

hor n.

DAVE

Yeah, but that doesn't nean we can't

be together!
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NANCY
Dave, | can't just |eave--
DAVE
I know you have a job--
NANCY
--A career, Dave. It's called "a

career."”
Terry leans forward fromthe backseat.

TERRY
Nancy, that's exactly what Dave said
to me in the bar |ast night.
"Nancy has a career...what if she
doesn't want to nove?"

Nancy gl ances at Dave...who nods his agreenent.

DAVE
| did. He's right.

NANCY
It's about respect...Ilt's about
caring. |It's about making deci sions
t oget her.

TERRY

Nance, there wasn't time! It al
happened so fast. There just wasn't
any time to talk it over.

Dave and Terry | ook expectantly at Nancy who pauses briefly.

NANCY
Let's not tal k any nore.

Vel |, that could have gone better.

CUT TGO
EXT. TERRY'S APARTMENT -- DAY
The Jetta pulls up in front of Terry's apartnent. But, Nancy
doesn't pull into a parking place. Terry clinbs out of the
backseat. He | ooks back into the car.

CUT TGO
I NT. NANCY'S CAR -- DAY

TERRY
Thanks for the ride, Nancy. Dave,

"1l see you tonorrow when we break
the news to Herb.



35.

He slans the door. Nancy doesn't put the car in gear.

DAVE
W goin' home?

NANCY
| am

DAVE

Ch, cone on, Nance

NANCY
I'"ve got a lot to think about, Dave.

She turns to stare straight ahead. Dave opens the car door
and starts to get out. Then, he turns back.

DAVE
Ckay...and while you're thinking --
think about this: | will never |et
this happen to us again. Any tinme a
deci sion has to be made, we'll nake
it together. You and ne...we'll
decide -- as a team

NANCY

You and Terry are the "team"

DAVE
Not when it comes to us. Not anynore.
Pl ease, |'m begging you. Think about
novi ng out there with ne.

Dave slowy gets out, closes the door and | ooks in the w ndow.
W thout |ooking at him she puts the car in gear.

NANCY
Goodbye, Dave.
CUT TO
EXT. TERRY'S APARTMENT -- DAY
Dave watches the Jetta drive away.
CUT TO

EXT. TERRY'S APARTMENT -- LATE AFTERNOON

It's noving day. The 22-ft Ryder truck is backed up near the
doorway of Terry's apartnent.
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Dave comes out of the front door carrying a box of stuff,
goes into the truck and a few nonents | ater, heads back
i nsi de.

CUT TO
I NT. TERRY'S APARTMENT -- LATE AFTERNOON

The interior is pretty well cleaned out. Just a few boxes
remain. In the kitchen, which is basically, a part of the
[iving/dining room-- divided only by the breakfast bar,
Terry is standing face to face with a BUXOM BABE, alternately
kissing and talking quietly. Dave's seen this all day |ong.

DAVE
Terry, we gotta hit the road soon.

Terry whi spers sonething to the Buxom Babe. They ki ss one
nore tinme. Dave goes to retrieve another box as Terry | eads
t he woman to the door.

BUXOM BABE
What am | gonna do wi thout you, Terry?
W were so good together!

TERRY
"Il call as soon as things settle
down, Jacki e.

BUXOM BABE
Terry, you're so funny! You called
me Jackie! You always know how to
make ne | augh!

She giggles one nore tine, blows Terry a kiss and wal ks out
t he door.

DAVE
Who was that?

TERRY
| thought it was Jackie.

Dave shakes his head as he wal ks to the doorway.

DAVE
That's the seventh woman you' ve said
"goodbye" to today.

TERRY
I know. 1t's been really hard.

DAVE
Hard? What are you tal king "hard?"
I'mthe one who's | oaded nost of the
truck.
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TERRY
Hey, it wasn't easy scheduling things
so they wouldn't all bunp into each
ot her.

Very funny. Dave steps outside and scans the parking |ot.
Suddenly, he's bunped from behind by Terry who's toting one
of the |ast remnaining boxes.

DAVE
Hey!

TERRY
How do you expect me to |oad the
truck -- if you're in the road!

Dave noves to the side to let Terry pass. Terry |ooks over
t he edge of the box at Dave.

TERRY ( CONT' D)
She's not com ng, Dave.

Terry wal ks off toward the truck. 1t's getting dark. |
guess he's right. Dave trudges off toward the truck.

CUT TG
I NT. TRUCK CARGO AREA -- LATE AFTERNOON
Everything is stacked neatly in rows. Protruding fromthe

base of one stack, we can see part of the purple sofa. As
Dave enters, Terry is |ooking at the boxes.

TERRY
G eat job, packing!
DAVE
Yeah, well, you seemto forget, 1've
had some experience at this.
TERRY
Vell, I"'minpressed. This stuff's

gonna ride in style all the way to
t he Pal oose.

Dave puts his box neatly on a stack of boxes.

DAVE
What the hell are you talkin' about?

TERRY
(cowboy accent)
The Pal oose, boy! Yee-haw It's
t he nane the natives have for the
barren, treeless hills around Spokane.
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Dave taps a box on the side to square it with the others in

its stack.

DAVE
Sounds | ovel y.

TERRY
Sounds |i ke sonmebody isn't doing

their research -- |ike Rob suggested.

Dave continues fiddling with the box.

You didn't

DAVE
I'"ve had sonething a little nore
i mportant on nmy mnd for the past
week.

TERRY
Dave, nothing's nore inportant than
this new job. Don't take offense.
I think the world of Nancy. And, to
tell you the truth, | thought, for
sure, she'd cone. But, look at it
this way: You're better off wthout
her.

just say that.
DAVE
Oh, really?
TERRY
Yeah. Honestly...| think she'd only
sl ow us down.
DAVE
Gee, you're a real sensitive guy.
TERRY
Hey, ook, man. |1'mgoin wth

you...she’s not. What’'s that tel
you?

DAVE

You want to be ny girlfriend?
TERRY

No...it neans she doesn’t |ove you.
DAVE

What do you know about | ove?

Only one word fits here.

DAVE ( CONT' D)
Asshol e.
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TERRY
Hey, take it easy Dave!

Dave past Terry as a cab pulls up behind the truck.

TERRY ( CONT' D)
Look, right now, she's really got
you hooked.

Who's in the cab?

TERRY ( CONT' D)
-- But, Dave, trust ne. | know
females. This one's not com ng.

Nancy gets out of the cab.

TERRY ( CONT' D)
That can only nmean she cares nore
about her job...than you.

Dave slides past Terry.

DAVE
| think you're a little behind on
your research too, pal

Dave junps out of the truck and al nbst knocks Nancy over.
They kiss. Terry turns slowy.

TERRY
Chicks. You can't nove with 'em You
can't nove without 'em

Terry wal ks toward the couple as the cab driver gets out,
opens the trunk and haul s out several suitcases and backpacks.

TERRY ( CONT' D)
Nancy! What on earth made your change
your m nd?

As if you didn't know They both | augh.

DAVE
Where's your car?

NANCY
Sold it. You' ve got the Jeep.
t hought we coul d use the noney.

DAVE
You want to go get our furniture?
NANCY
Dave...it's all concrete bl ocks and
crap! | think we can do better, don't

you?
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TERRY
Don't forget, Nancy...there's a lovely
new sofa making the trip with us in
the truck!

This is just too good to be true! She's really here!

NANCY
"' m sure sonebody in Spokane sells
sl i pcovers.

They ki ss.
CUT TG
EXT. 1-94 I N NORTH DAKOTA -- SUNRI SE

A red sunrise makes the Interstate glow with color as the
big yellow truck, towing Terry's Red CJ-5, runbles past a
sign that reads "Bismarck 30." Terry in his blue Ford Probe
trails along several car |engths behind.

DAVE (V. Q.)
There's sonet hing exciting about
headi ng out into the unknown in a
big yellow truck...with everything
you own in back...and up ahead...the
future -- just waiting for you to
put your foot init.

CUT TO
I NT. TRUCK -- MORNI NG
Dave's at the wheel of the truck, looking a little tired and
very happy. Nancy's dozing, half-sitting, half-reclining on
h

t he passenger side. Her body is twi sted around the cuckoo
clock, her armlaying protectively over it.

DAVE (V. Q.)
The sun at your back, the truck headed
west! Conme on! There's nothin' |ike

it!
Nancy wakes up, |ooks around the cab of the truck.

DAVE (V.Q.) (CONT' D)
Your eyes burn, your neck's stiff,
your stomach aches fromtoo nuch
cof fee and beef jerky. But, you
never felt better in your life.

Nancy sits upright, works the kinks out, and places the cuckoo
cl ock next to the passenger door, so she can slide closer to
Dave.
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NANCY
What tine is it?

Dave slips into an over-the-top adenoi dal DJ voice.

DAVE
It's 5:38, 22 before 6 on a freaky
Friday norning! K-DAVE forecast
calls for a full day of |eg-cranps
and the boring saneness of interstate
hi ghway scenery!

A large cell phone tweets. Nancy grabs it fromthe truck's
fl oor mat.

NANCY
You got AOd Yeller - cone back

CUT TO
I NT. TERRY'S PROBE -- MORNI NG

Terry | ooks unusual |y di shevel ed. He snaps into the phone.

TERRY
This is a cell phone call...not a
two way radio, Nancy.
NANCY (O S.)
(phone eq.)

Roger that, 10-4 good buddy! Cone
back Bi g Bl ue!

TERRY
Okay, uh, "foxy lady," could you
tell "Dopey Dave" "Big Blue" needs
to stretch the | egs, get sone
br eakfast and take a big pee...but
not necessarily in that order?

No response.

TERRY ( CONT' D)
Hel | 0?

NANCY (O S.)
(phone eq.)
When you' re done you gotta say "cone
back." Come back.

You gotta | ove her.
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TERRY
CGo to hell. Conme back.

CUT TO
EXT. PANCAKE HOUSE -- MORNI NG

The truck and the Probe are parked next to each other outside
a restaurant |ocated within earshot, and sight, of the I-94.

CUT TO
I NT. PANCAKE HOUSE -- MORNI NG

Not far fromthe front counter, where "The Wrld' s Largest
Caranel" is on display, Nancy, Dave and Terry are seated in
a booth, chowi ng down. Each has ordered a conpletely
different kind of breakfast. Nancy is eating a bagel with
| ox and cream cheese and a cup of tea. Dave has the three-
eggs, stack of pancakes and sausage special -- with a side
of bacon...and a pot of coffee. Terry has chosen a poached
egg with toast and gl ass of orange juice.

NANCY
What do you figure, about 14 nore
hour s?

TERRY
How should | know? You're the "nag"-
i vat or.

Dave and Nancy stop eating.

TERRY ( CONT' D)
She's a wonan. She's gotta be the
"NAG'-i vator.

Nancy and Dave groan.

DAVE
Yep, you're ready for the big tine.

NANCY
24 hours ago, you weren't talking to
me |ike that.

Hey, hey! Careful! Nancy checks herself and quickly takes
a sip of coffee. Dave is about to say sonething but --
suddenly grimaces and begins squirmng violently as he bangs
t he underside of the table with his knee. He springs from
his seat and starts banging his left foot on the floor.

DAVE
Ow, ow, ow

Everyone watches in disbelief as Dave scoots across the floor
banging his thigh with his fist.
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Dave grits his teeth and tries to stretch a | eg nuscle by
t ouchi ng his toes.

DAVE ( CONT' D)
Cranmp!

As Dave is bent over, with his fingertips touching the floor.
His pants rip in the seat.

DAVE ( CONT' D)

Nancy!
Vll, this is enbarrassing. Better explain.
NANCY
It’s some kind of high school footbal
injury or something. 1've fixed it

at hone for hima few tines.
Dave knocks the salt and pepper off a table.

NANCY ( CONT' D)
" m com ng Dave.

She slides out of her seat, hops on Dave's back -- her head
near his butt -- and swings her fist at the back of Dave’'s
right thigh. Dave is still banging his left foot on he floor.

DAVE
O her one! O her one!

NANCY
Sorry!

She smacks the back of his left thigh with her fist severa
tines. We HEAR a | oud pop. Dave sighs with relief. He stops
stanping his foot. The two are still |ocked in their odd
position as Dave | ooks to the side and sees the waitress
standi ng, open nouthed, with a pot of coffee in her hand.

DAVE
Check, please?

CUT TO
EXT. 1-90 QUTSI DE COEUR D ALENE, | DAHO -- EARLY EVEN NG

The setting sun streaks the sky with color as the truck passes
by a gorgeous natural | ake.

CUT TO
INT. TRUCK -- EVEN NG

Nancy i s | ooking out the window at the scenery. Dave gl ances
around, too.
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NANCY
I think you better take back what
you said this norning about "boring
hi ghway scenery."

DAVE
' mgonna | ove living here.

The cell phone tweets. Nancy grabs it.

NANCY
Big Yellow, come back
(pause)
What ? Okay. Right.

She turns off the phone and turns on the radio. Wat' up?

NANCY ( CONT' D)
Terry said KDVMB's running a prono we
oughta' hear.

On the radio --

VOX (O S.)

(radi o conpression/eq.)
...So, what are you waiting for? Cet
your entries in now for the KDVB-FM
106. 3 Pai nt Your House Contest!
And, before you know it, the new
KDVB- FM 106. 3 norni ng Superstars,
Terry and Dave coul d be painting
YOUR house!

W HEAR a KDMB jingle which segues into a song. Nancy clicks
of f the radio.

NANCY
Pai nt your house contest?

DAVE
Must be some kind of deal they nade
with a painting conpany...or
sonet hi ng.

NANCY
Sounded to me like they said you two
are going to be painting sonebody's
house.
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DAVE
No! | don't think that could be it.
Could it?
CUT TGO
EXT. 1-90 QUTSI DE CCEUR D ALENE, | DAHO -- EVEN NG
The big yellow truck -- followed closely by Terry's bl ue
Probe -- runbles by a highway sign that reads: "Spokane 40."
CUT TGO

EXT. KDMB-FM -- DAY

KDVMB is |located in a nulti-story office building near the
city center, within view of the scenic Spokane Falls. It's
a Sunday norning; and, the streets are quiet. Terry's Probe
is parked on the street outside the office tower.

CUT TO
I NT. KDMB-FM LOBBY -- DAY

Things are peaceful in the |obby of the radio station, where,
behi nd the reception desk we see the | ogos of five different
stations: KDVMB AM -- The Voi ce of Eastern Washi ngton, KDVB-
FM 106. 3, KXYU The Dance Machine, KRUM FM - C assic Rock and
KHLY - Christian Love. Down the hallway, just past the glass
doors that separate the public fromthe reality of the radio
bi z, we see Wayne | eading Dave and Terry around on a tour of
the facility. Wayne is dressed in expensive casual clothes.
Terry's wearing his usual tie -- with a sport coat. Dave is
in a sweatshirt and blue jeans. Wth themis DOUG HARMON,
the programdirector for all five radio stations. Doug is a
nervous, 40 year old who's never confortable around Wayne.
The GM opens the glass door to a nice office with big w ndows
that offer a view of the city, Spokane Falls and M. Spokane.

VWAYNE
This is Bob Enerson's office. He's
t he General Sales Manager...ny right-

hand man.

DAVE
| thought Doug here, would have that
posi tion.

WAYNE

No! Doug's just the programdirector
for all our stations. He takes al
his orders from Rob Ryan, right Doug?

DOUG
That's right M. E
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WAYNE
Hey, Doug...get nme some coffee.
And, get a couple cups for our new
KDVB nor ni ng super stars!

Ckay, sure. I'mnot inportant. He starts to |eave.

WAYNE ( CONT' D)
Oh, Doug!

Doug st ops.

WAYNE ( CONT' D)
Onnmy way in to work, my wife called
and said she was listening to
whoever’s on the air right now

DOUG
Johnny B. Real .
VAYNE
Yeah, whoever. Anyway, | want you

to take care of the situation after
you get back. So, don’t run off.

Doug, again, nods, turns and | eaves.

WAYNE ( CONT' D)
Part-timers, you know.

Al'l our possessions are outside in a truck. So, as long as
it's not us.. W understand perfectly.

TERRY
These are great offices! Wnderful
views. |It's gonna be great to do a
nmorning show with this kind of view
of our surroundings!

DAVE
Yeah...we'|l|l get a second-by-second
update on the weat her

Wayne cl oses the office door and | eads the way down the
hal | way.

WAYNE
Uh huh. Let nme show you the studio.

He takes a turn down a corridor which | eads toward the center
of the building. He stops in front of a door, starts to

push it open, then |ooks at the sign -- steps back and starts
wal ki ng agai n.

WAYNE ( CONT' D)
Wong station! | always get these
stupid studi o doors confused.
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He stops at another door and | ooks at the sign. It reads:
" KDMVB- FM 106. 3. "

VAYNE ( CONT' D)
Ahh! Here we arel!

Wayne pushes the door open to reveal a studio far nore cranped

than the one they left inlowa. It's dimMy lit with rows of
overhead track-1ight spots -- about half of which are burned-
out. No windows. In fact, the only windowin the studio is

t he one which separates the main studio fromthe news studio --
whi ch is dark because no one works in there on Sunday. Behind
the board is JOHNNY B. REAL, a disheveled part-tinmer who's
snoki ng and readi ng the Sunday paper as a tune plays softly

in the background. Wen the door opens, he quickly wads the
paper up and throws it on the floor -- and crushes out his
cigarette on the plastic mat under his chair. Dave and Terry?
They' ve were hoping for better.

DAVE TERRY
VO w. Gee.

Wayne notions the two into the cranped space. He | eans toward
Johnny.

VAYNE
| forgot your REAL nane. You are?

JOHNNY
Howard Utterback, M. Everhardt.

WAYNE
Right! Well, uh, Howard, neet the
new norning team They start
t onor r ow

Vel 1, knowi ng what we know,this is unconfortable! Johnny
nods at the two and grabs his headphones and as he's tw sting
themon his head with one hand, his other hand flies into

the air as he yells --

J OHNNY
Live mc.!

He slips into his DJ persona.

JOHNNY ( CONT' D)
KDVB- FM 106. 3! |' m Johnny B. Real
and you're listening to the hottest
hits on Countdown America! Mre nusic
comn' up!

He reaches up toward a small notebook containing index cards
which is perched on top of the board. He quickly flips to
t he next index card and begins to read.



JOHNNY ( CONT' D)
Hey, don't forget! Tonorrow norning
at 4:30, it's the debut of The Terry
and Dave Morning Thing. Wacky | aughs,
crazy stunts...a wld way to wake

up!
Dave | eans toward Wayne. |n a whisper.

DAVE
It's "Dave and Terry."

Wayne gives a "thunbs-up" signal

JOHNNY
And, you'll really want to be
i stening tonorrow when Terry and
Dave tell you nore about the KDVB-FM
106. 3 Pai nt Your House Contest! If
you think it's a good idea to have
your house painted by radi o' s funniest
two guys...you don't want to m ss
t he debut of the Terry and Dave
Mor ni ng Thi ng tonorrow norni ng,
starting at 4:30 right here on KDWVB-
FM 106. 3!  Now, back to Count down
Anerica...uh...already in progress.

Johnny clicks off the mc. He got back into the programa
little late -- clipping part of the opening jingle.
opens the studio door and notions Dave and Terry out.

WAYNE
Let's go guys.

Johnny waves as they | eave. Dave and Terry wave back.

J OHNNY
Nice to neet you guys!
DAVE
Sane here.
TERRY

See ya' around.
The door cl oses.

VAYNE
Not |ikely.

DAVE
M. Everhardt, the show is naned
"The Dave and Terry Mrning Thing."

They wal k down the dark corridor toward the |ight.

48.
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TERRY
Right and , uh, the prono said
sonet hi ng about our show starting at
4:30. W thought it was 5.

WAYNE
Vell, when Rip Staggers was here
that's when it started. But, we
deci ded that you guys ought to start
earlier -- you know -- to get a junp
on the conpetition.

TERRY
But, who's gonna be up at that hour?

Wayne pauses.

WAYNE
Vel |, obviously...YQU guys! Terry
and Dave!

He | aughs heartily as he wal ks through his open office door.
CUT TO
I NT. WAYNE EVERHARDT' S OFFI CE -- DAY

The office has the best view available in the building. The
pile of audition cassettes and CD-Rs are exactly where they
were the night Wayne called, nore than a week ago. |In fact
the office looks just as it did then...except for one

noti ceabl e addition -- LI SA LANDRY, the KDMB newsperson is
sitting in the tub chair next to Wayne's desk. She's

vol upt uous, sensuous, gorgeous. A fog of sexuality fills the
room \Wayne strolls behind his desk

WAYNE
Cone on in, guys. There's someone |
want you to neet!

Li sa noistens her lips with her tongue and smles as she
uncrosses her long | egs and slides out of the tub chair to
stand and shake hands. Whoa.

WAYNE ( CONT' D)
Say hello to Lisa Landry, your news
chi ck.

LI SA
Wayne, please!

She turns to Dave and Terry.

LI SA (CONT' D)
"' ma newsperson.

She offers her hand. Terry takes it.
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TERRY
VWl l, no one's going to m stake you
for a news guy. Hi, I'mTerry.
DAVE
That woul d nmake me, Dave.
LI SA
(sensuousl y)

H , Dave.

There's a bit of a pause as everyone stops to inhale the
pheronones in the air. Wayne clears his throat.

WAYNE
Okay, let's get down to business.
Shal | we?

The guys pull up chairs, Lisa sits down in the tub chair and
Wayne slides into his chair. As they talk, Terry tries to
make eye contact with Lisa. But, she seens nore interested
in Dave who can't help glancing Lisa s way occasionally.

DAVE (V. Q.)
W all have a little Nostradanus in
us. Sonetinmes the future's right
there -- staring you in the face. |
tried not to | ook at her. But, she
kept |ooking at ne. You know?
My brain kept screamng...like the
First Mate on the Titanic: "lceberg
dead ahead, Captain!"™ Except Lisa
wasn't an iceberg. And ny little
Captain wasn't |istening.

Dave | ooks up to see Lisa |looking at him He | ooks away
qui ckly.

CUT TO
EXT. SOUTH HI LL NEI GHBORHOOD - - DAY

Nancy is driving Dave's Jeep slowy through a nei ghborhood
of large, old hones.

DAVE (V. Q)
Tal k about conflicted! | knew, right
at that nonment...while I was "working"
... Nancy was out there, sonmewhere,
in a strange, new town --

CUT TO
I NT. JEEP -- DAY

She's hol ding a fol ded newspaper in one hand, glancing at it
occasional ly, as she searches for an address.
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DAVE (V. Q.)
— looking for a new apartnent for
us...and that mauve sofa.
(pause)
Ch, cone on, who am | Kkidding? The
thing was as purple as a R chard
Si rmons t oga.

CUT TO
EXT. SOUTH HI LL NEI GHBORHOOD - - DAY

The Jeep pulls to the curb. Nancy clinbs out the canvas
door and wal ks up the walk toward a stately old Victorian.

DAVE (V. Q.)
And, you know what? Nancy got us
into a great place. But, Terry and
I had no idea what we had gotten
oursel ves into!

CUT TO
I NT. KDMB-FM STUDI O -- MORNI NG

The cuckoo clock is hanging on one of the few open spots on
the wall. Misic plays under as Dave sits behind the board

| ooking at the programlog. Terry's at the "guest"” mc
scribbling notes to hinself. The studio phone Iight blinks.
Dave punches the button.

DAVE
KDVB- FM 106. 3 -- The Dave and Terry
Mor ni ng Thi ng.

CALLER 1 (Q. S.)
(speaker phone eq.)
Yeah, where's R p Staggers?

TERRY
Rip's nmoving on to Reno.

CALLER 1 (Q. S.)
(speaker phone eq.)
When's he com ng back?

DAVE
He's not. We're the new norning
show.

CALLER 1 (Q. S.)

(speaker phone eq.)
You guys suck.

Click. Gee that was nice. Wlconme to Spokane!
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TERRY
How many's that ?
DAVE
| don't know | lost count after,

l'i ke, 50.

The song's ending. They both, dejectedly, put on their
headphones. Dave hits the mc buttons, and suddenly they
come to life.

DAVE ( CONT' D)
KDVMB-FM 106.3 -- It's the Mrnin
Thang wi th Dave- -

TERRY
--and Terry. Comin' up, lovely Lisa
Landry with the news you need.

Terry waves at Lisa who's just walking into the news booth
and grabbi ng her headphones. She blows hima Kkiss.

DAVE
Ri ght now, though, President Cinton
isinthe studio with us. It was
nice of you to cone to Spokane, today.

TERRY
(as dinton)
Vell, | wanted you fellas to get a
good start in your new hone.
DAVE
Gee, that's very nice of you. It's

so selfless. Kind of unusual.

TERRY
(as dinton)
Yeah. Well, to tell the truth, I'm
nostly here to see if Lisa wants to
join the Wite House intern program

Lisa is nowsitting in front of her mc in the news studio.
She | aughs and leans into the mc.

LI SA
I'm al ready enpl oyed, M. President.

CUT TO
EXT. SOUTH HI LL NEI GHBORHOOD -- MORN NG

The sun is rising on the tree-lined street outside Dave and
Nancy's new Victorian Dupl ex.
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DAVE (O.S.)
(radio eq.)
M. President, please, hit on Lisa
after the show. W have this all-
important prono to read before the
news.

CUT TO
I NT. NANCY & DAVE' S SPOKANE APARTMENT -- MORNI NG

Nancy is stretched out on the purple sofa amd a roonful of
boxes, it's nmoving and unpacking hell. There's an enpty

sl eeping bag next to the sofa. She's listening as she surveys
t he job ahead.

TERRY (O.S.)
(radio eq. /as dinton)
Is this about the "Paint Your House
Cont est ?"

NANCY
(nmocki ngl y)
Pai nt your house contest.

DAVE (O.S.)
(radio eq.)
Yes sir. Now, we've just figured
out -- thanks to a little insight
from Li sa--

LISA (O S.)
(radio eq.)
You' re too ki nd.

Hmm

DAVE (O.S.)
(radio eq.)
--That we're gonna be painting
soneone' s house here in town...thanks
to the guy we're repl acing.

TERRY (Q. S.)
(radio eq./as dinton)
Stag Ri ppers?

LISA (O S.)
(radio eq.)
Ri p Staggers.

TERRY (Q. S.)
(radio eq./as dinton)
Sure thing Darlin', let's get ripped
and stagger around together tonight!



Nancy sits up on the sofa. Her hair's a ness.

sl eeping in one of Dave's old sweatshirts.

Even so,
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She' s been
she's

attractive...even as she stands and works out a kink as she

shuffl es through the naze of boxes toward the kitchen.

I NT.

NANCY
(over radio patter)
God Terry, you're being a little
obvi ous, don't you think?

DAVE (Q. S.)
(radio eq.)
Sir, what did | tell you about hitting
on Lisa?

TERRY (O S.)
(radio eq./as dinton)
I"msorry. I'll be good. Lisa...I"ll

be very, very good. Wnk w nk.

KDMVB- FM STUDI O -- MORNI NG

Li sa laughs, a hearty, sexy, experienced | augh.

DAVE
Al right, all right. The basics of
the story, as we've ferreted things
out go like this: After Rip Staggers
knew he was | eaving the station, he
cane up with the idea of this Paint
Your House Contest as a way of
needling his replacenents...

TERRY
... That's us...

LI SA
You poor, dunb schnucks.

DAVE
Wait, can she say that on the air?

TERRY
(as dinton)
I think so. I1t's okay to say anything
you want on the air...as long as you
don't know what it neans.

LI SA
I know what "schnuck" neans.

TERRY
(as dinton)
| do too! You want to talk about it
after the show?

CUT TO
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Li sa | aughs.

DAVE
M. dinton! Lisa, please!

CUT TO
I NT. NANCY & DAVE' S SPOKANE APARTMENT -- MORNI NG

Nancy stunbles out of the kitchen. She stops to survey the
nmess of boxes all over the room

NANCY DAVE (Q. S.)
Where's the F-in' coffee (radio eq.)
maker ? The fact is, we're the

ones who wi Il be painting
a house sonewhere here in
Spokane. ..thanks to Rip
St aggers.

TERRY (Q. S.)
(radio eq. /as hinself)
He's a funny man! So, get your entries
in today.

Nancy begi ns opening various boxes and peeki ng inside.

NANCY
["msorry...did | say "F-in"'?" |
meant to say: \Were's the fucking
cof f ee maker

W HEAR t he cuckoo clock through the radio. Nancy stops,
| ooks at the radio and sm | es.

CUT TGO
| NT. KDMB-FM STUDI O -- MORNI NG
TERRY
(as dinton)
Ch oh...time to shut up!
DAVE
That's right, M. President...it's
news tinme...the cuckoo has spoken!
Dave hits the news thene.
CUT TGO

I NT. NANCY & DAVE' S SPOKANE APARTMENT -- MORNI NG

Nancy triunmphantly pulls the coffee nmaker out of a box.
But, her joy is short-lived as she turns to listen to Lisa.
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LISA (O S.)
(radio eq.)
It's seven a.m |'mLisa Landry with
t he KDVB- FM 106.3 News Al ert.

Oh God. She's working and I"mnot. This hurts.

LISA (O.S.) (CONT' D)
Gty fire hydrants will be checked
by fire officials over--

LI SA ( CONT' D) NANCY
--the next few weeks This is torture. | gotta
after a shocking get back on the air
i ncident |ast night --

Wl |, not today. She surveys boxes around her.

LISA (O S.)
(radio eq.)
--In the city in which a building
fire raged out of control for 20

m nutes --

LI SA ( CONT' D) NANCY
-- as firenen searched ' m sure he packed sone
for a working hydrant. coffee. But, where the

hell is it?
CUT TO
EXT. SOUTH HI LL NEI GHBORHOOD SEVERAL WEEKS LATER -- AFTERNOON

Dave's CJ-5 and Terry's Probe are parked in front of Dave
and Nancy's subdivided Victorian.

CUT TGO
I NT. NANCY & DAVE' S SPOKANE APARTMENT -- AFTERNOON
The place is neat, clean and very sparsely furnished. Nancy

and Dave are on the infanmous sofa. She's quietly, and not
too contentedly, watching TV as he pecks away on his | aptop.

DAVE (V. Q.)
Those first few weeks were really
hectic. It seenmed like all | had

time to do was go to work, cone hone
and prepare for the next day's show.

Nancy stands up and wal ks over to the wi ndow to | ook out.

DAVE (V. Q.) (CONT' D)
It didn't take long for the fun of
being in a new place to wear off.
Nancy was m serabl e.
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Nancy turns off the TV.

NANCY
' mgonna take a wal k.

A nod and a grunt. Ooh, that annoyed her. Dave's too busy

to notice. She wal ks out.
DAVE (V. Q.)

She wanted to get back into radio.

Restart her career. | wanted to

help her. But, | had nore than

could deal with nyself...like regular

nmeetings with the Rob Ryan.

CUT TGO

| NT. KDMB- FM CONFERENCE ROOM - - DAY
The roomis filled with a huge conference table. It's an
oval -- wider in the mddle than at the ends -- maybe 8-feet

across at the center. Rob is seated in the mddle, on one
side of the table. Dave in sweatshirt and Terry (in atie
as usual) are on the opposite side. Rob tal ks throughout,
drawi ng charts, graphs, waving his hands, etc. While Dave
stifles yawns, Terry hangs on every word...and takes notes.

DAVE (V. Q.)
Don't get me wong. Rob certainly
knew his stuff. But, as far as |
could see, his "stuff" was all
designed to get us to do the sane
"stuff" 95 percent of the rest of
the nmorning shows in Anerica were

doing. | felt like telling himto
"get stuffed."” But, Terry saw things
differently.

Terry |l ooks up fromhis notes.

Rob haul s
across it,

TERRY
Uh, Rob, what are the denographics
for the "Tel ephone Date with the
Prez" bit?

ROB
Good question, Terry! |'ve got some
[imted call-out research on that!

out a graph and uses his pen to draw various lines
whi | e tal king ani nat edly.

DAVE (V. Q.)
By "limted call-out research", of
course, Rob neant, he'd talked to a
coupl e enpl oyees at the station.

( MORE)



DAVE (V.Q.) (CONT' D)
I'"mserious. For Rob, I'mpretty
sure a "focus group"” consisted of
t he General Manager, the Sal es Manager
and their waitress at |unch.

Rob winds up his presentation on Terry's question. Dave
| ooks at the two with disdain.

ROB
Dave, have you had a chance to listen
to those old air checks fromRip
St aggers?

DAVE
Not yet.

ROB
Do it. He did sone bits you guys
shoul d be doi ng.

Ckay, how do | say this?

DAVE
Uh, see, Rob, | think that's a
problem Isn't it bad to do the
same bits the guy before us did?
It'd be like we're copying him

Rob knows Dave is a troubl emaker

ROB
Dave, listen. Terry understands
this. | DO want you to do Rip's

stuff. But, do it in your own way!
Make it your own. Om it!

Terry scribbles nore notes. This isn't easy for Dave.
it's very annoying to Rob.
DAVE
But, if we change it too nuch --
i ke you said we did with the "Donut
Across Anmerica" bit, you say "Too
much." So, basically, when you say
"take the bit and make it your own,"
what you're really saying is:"Change
the nane and steal the rest of it."
Did Rob really just check his watch?
ROB
Exactly! See! It's not so hard, is
it Terry?
Terry's not going to nmake wave. He shrugs a "no." Dave

| ooks fromRob to Terry and back. GCkay, he gets it.
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And,
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He's not winning this one. Time to take a deep breath and
zipit.

DAVE (V. Q.)
| don't think the idea of questioning
anything Rob said ever crossed Terry's
m nd.

TERRY
Uh, Rob, one question. Wat was the
average response to the sane question
about the dinton character with the
25-49 deno vis-a-vis the sexual
references?

ROB
Good question, Terry. | graphed that
out for you guys...

Rob keeps tal king, pulls some papers out of his briefcase
and hands themto Terry.

DAVE (V. Q.)
(mmcking Terry) "Vis-a-vis the
sexual references..." | guess up
until then, | always thought the
suit and tie were there to m sl ead
t he managenent. But, it was starting
to look like I'd just been m sl eading

nysel f .
CUT TO
EXT. RIVERSI DE PARK -- DAY
It's early Fall in the forest...a cool, and beautiful day.

A nmountainside trail meanders beside a class IV section of
river, Dave and Nancy round a bend on the far side and begin
wal ki ng across a small suspension footbridge. They' re rel axed
and happy, casually dressed in jeans, sweat shirts and Ni kes.

DAVE (V. Q.)
But, at |least Nancy and | coul d forget
about that crap on weekends. It was
a chance for us to see things we'd
never seen -- to be al one together
in ways we'd never had a chance to
bef ore.

Terry and Li sa appear around the bend, half running and

| aughi ng. Lisa has a barking, nmediumsized white dog on a

| eash. They're both over-dressed for the locale: Lisa's
wearing a tight-fitting wool sweater and pant outfit wth

| ow heels and Terry in slacks and an expensive | ooking sweater
with leather |oafers. Nancy and Dave turn to watch
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DAVE (V. Q.) (CONT' D)
Ckay, maybe |'m exaggerating a little.
W were "al one" -- except for the
two escapees froma Lands End cat al og.

Lisa lets go of the | eash and the dog runs across the bridge
toward Dave and Nancy. The dog leaps into the air at Dave,
who catches it...and inmedi ately begi ns sneezi ng.

DAVE (V.Q.) (CONT' D)
Oh, and Lisa's best friend, Elno the
Sanoyed.
(sniffle)
Makes ny eyes water, just saying the--
(sneeze)
- - Nane.

CUT TO
EXT. NANCY AND DAVE' S SPOKANE APARTMENT -- EVEN NG

Terry's blue Probe pulls up and parks behind Dave's CJ.
Terry and Lisa pop out the car's front doors. They're each
hol di ng bags of carry-out froma Mexican restaurant.

DAVE (V. Q.)
Don't get me wong, those weekends
together were a |ot of fun.

Nancy hops out of a rear door. Then, she turns to | ook back
i nsi de.

CUT TO
INT. TERRY'S PROBE -- N CGHT

Dave is stuck in the back seat with Elno, who's on his |ap.
Dave sneezes a string of snot onto the dog's back.

CUT TO
I NT. NANCY & DAVE' S SPOKANE APARTMENT -- EVEN NG

The two couples are sitting around a small table, just off
the kitchen. Dave rubs his eyes and sneezes occasionally.
Terry and Lisa are "secretly" pinching pieces of the Mexican
food and slipping it under the table, to El no.

DAVE
A toast!

Everyone raises their glass or can.

DAVE ( CONT' D)
To Lisal For letting Terry nove
into her apartnent...and out of our
hai r!
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TERRY
I was only here a nonth!

NANCY
Dave, that's not nice.

She turns to Terry.

NANCY ( CONT' D)
What Dave really neans is we're very
happy for you and Lisa.
Awmy, that's nice. The new couple smles.

NANCY ( CONT' D)
And, we're even happier for us!

Laughs all around. They clink their glasses in a toast.

TERRY
"' m happi er than you Nance, | got
Lisa into ny life...and that hideous
purple sofa out of it. 1t's not
easy sl eeping on sonething that |oud!

Wat? Did he just say that? Dave checks out Terry as the
ot hers chuckl e.

DAVE (V. Q.)
H deous? He hel ped ne pick it out!

Dave points toward the |iving room
DAVE ( CONT' D)
Uh, perhaps you haven't noticed, but
Nancy finally got the col or changed!
Everyone | ooks.
CUT TO
ANGLE ON THE SCFA

The infanmous sofa is now covered in a nmuch nore acceptabl e
sl i pcover.

LI SA
Oooh! Nancy, very nice!
NANCY
Thanks! | went to a place called

"Slipcover Cottage." Wasn't cheap.
But, it was worth it. R ght, Dave?

DAVE
| still kinda' m ss the nmauve.
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El ro suddenly bolts fromunder the table, runs to the sofa
and j unps up.

LI SA
El ro, no! You' re gonna get hair on
t he new sof a!

El o barfs-up the Mexican food all over the new slipcovers.
There are horrified gasps. Nancy junps up to w pe away the
nasty substance. El np passes her, going the opposite
direction, to beg nore food. Dave stands, unsure which
direction to go.

DAVE
| guess hair was the |east of our
Worri es.

LI SA

Nancy, Elnb is so sorry!
She tosses her dog another bit of Mexican food.

TERRY
Vel |, Dave...looks |like you won't be
m ssin' the mauve nuch | onger!

CUT TGO
| NT. KDMB- FM STUDI O -- MORNI NG
Dave and Terry are on the air. Lisa is in her news studio.

DAVE (V. Q.)
It mght have been a little rocky
everywhere el se, but on the air,
t hi ngs were going great.
(pause)
At |east | thought so.

DAVE ( CONT' D)
... And we're just 10 m nutes away
from Lovely Lisa's KDVB-FM 106. 3
News Al ert here on the Dave and Terry
Mornin' Thing. And, speaking of the
news. . .

Dave reaches over to his mdi keyboard and taps out a cheesy
version of the NBC Nightly News Thene.

DAVE (CONT' D)
...Here's our own Tom Toke-kaw with
a breaki ng news headline.

TERRY
(m m cki ng Tom Br okaw)
This is Tom Toke-kaw with a Dave and
Terry News update.
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He points at Dave who hits a button on the audio board. W
HEAR a brief swell of nmusic from The Three Tenors.

TERRY ( CONT' D)
Peopl e continue to flock to concerts
by The Three Tenors, Pl acido Dom ngo,
Luci ano Pavarotti...and, uh, that
ot her guy.

DAVE
Jose Carreras.

TERRY
CGesundhei t .

Dave and Lisa | augh.

TERRY ( CONT' D)
Wiile the singing is entertaining,
sonme say The Three Tenors have one
bi g probl em Audi ences don't know
when the show s over...because the
fat |ady never sings.

W hear a quick KDMB jingle into a song. Through the news
studi o gl ass, we can see Lisa is laughing -- but, she's gazing
at Dave. The studio phone lights up. Dave hits the button.

DAVE
The Dave and Terry Morning Thing!

WAYNE (O. S.)
(speaker phone eq.)
What the hell are you two doi ng?

DAVE
Wayne? |Is that you?
WAYNE (O. S.)
(speaker phone eq)
Yes, danmmt! It's ne.
TERRY

Morning, sir. |Is there a problenf

WAYNE (O. S.)
(speaker phone eq.)
You better believe there's a problem
Do you have any idea how of f ended
peopl e get when you make fun of the
Three Tenors?

TERRY
We didn't nmake fun of 'em sir!
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DAVE
O fended? Wo's of f ended?

CUT TO
I NT. WAYNE EVERHARDT' S HOMVE -- MORNI NG

Wayne is standing in his kitchen, HS WFE, in her nightgown,
scow i ng over his shoul der.

VAYNE
Wio? I'Il tell you who...ny wfe --
for one!

He | ooks back at her. W can see tears welling in her eyes.
CUT TO

| NT. KDMB-FM STUDI O -- MORNI NG

Dave and Terry are exchangi ng gl ances.

WAYNE (O. S.)
(speaker phone eq.)
Rob Ryan's got sone research on that
subject. Be in nmy office at 10!

The phone clicks off.

DAVE
(nmocki ngl y)
Resear ch

The studi o door opens. Doug pokes his head in.

DOUG
I'"mgoin" out for sone coffee. You
guys want any?

The two jocks reach into their pockets for their wallets.
Doug wal ks in with his hand out.

DAVE (V. Q.)
Yep, if you didn't count the conti nual
meddl i ng by Wayne -- who used the
word "research” instead of the old
managenent phrase: "because | say

so! "
( MORE)
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DAVE (V. Q.) (CONT' D)
-- Things were going pretty well
...until the day arrived for the
Pai nt Your House Contest.

CUT TGO
FULL SHOT FARVHOUSE | N THE PALOOSE COUNTRY -- DAY
Dave and Terry are on separate | adders, |eaning against the
second story of a farm house on the w ndswept, treeless hills
south of the city.

CUT TGO
EXT. FARVHOUSE | N THE PALOOSE COUNTRY -- DAY
Dave is slopping paint on the side of the house. Terry is

obvi ously taking nore care with his application of the oddly
bright green | atex house paint.

DAVE (V. Q.)
You renenber the Paint Your House
Contest, don't you? |I'll never forget

it.
Dave | ooks over at Terry and drops his brush in the bucket.

DAVE ( CONT' D)
Can you believe they' ve got the future
ki ngs of Spokane radio doing this
crap?

Terry doesn't |look up fromhis precision brushwork.

TERRY
If you don't keep painting, we're
gonna have to cone back tonorrow.

DAVE
Yeah? And, if you don't speed up,
we' re gonna have to cone back for
the next three weeks. Jesus, Terry,
you're painting |like they're paying
you for it.

TERRY
Hey, they are paying us for it.
This is a radio station pronotion.

DAVE
This? Conme on! This isn't a
pronotion. It's bullshit! \Were's

the TV? The newspaper? And, why
aren't we on the air right now?
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TERRY
Because, if we were on the air, we
woul dn't have tinme to paint the house!

DAVE
God, Terry...you've really becone a
total managenent shill! Don’t you

think it would be nice if we could,
at |l east, get actual radio listeners
to cone see us?

Terry points downward.

TERRY
Peopl e have cone to see us.

CUT TO
P.O V. FROM THE TOP OF THE LADDERS LOOKI NG DOMN -- DAY

There are THREE KIDS ranging from5 to 9 years old and their
dog, sitting on the ground | ooking upward.

DAVE
They live here. They don't count.

TERRY
| beg to differ! Rob says his
research shows that kids influence
their parents radio |istening choices.

The dog gets up, wal ks over, sniffs and pees at the base of
Dave' s | adder.

CUT TO
EXT. FARVHOUSE I N THE PALOOSE COUNTRY -- DAY
Dave points at the dog.

DAVE
Need | say nore?

TERRY
Dogs | ove you!

Yeah, right. Very funny.

TERRY ( CONT' D)
Look, Rob says the research shows
t hat people like this pronotion. He
showed ne the call-out stuff.

DAVE
When did you come over to the Dark
Si de?
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What are you sayi ng?

DAVE ( CONT' D)
Terry, Rob's "research” shows this
is a good idea because, Wayne had
al ready okayed it. Rob can't afford
to make Wayne feel like an idiot.

| can't believe you re saying this.

DAVE ( CONT' D)
It's what consultants do, Terry...they
agree with guys like Wayne. If they
don't, guys like Wayne fire them and
hire someone who agrees with them

Okay. Believe what you want to believe.

TERRY
By the way, Rob says research shows
that the cuckoo clock thing ain't
makin' it.

Bef ore Dave can respond, a car horn interrupts just in tine.
The guys turn to | ook.

CUT TO
P.O V. FROM THE TOP OF THE LADDERS LOOKI NG DOMN -- DAY

A Trans-Amis headed up the long drive toward the house. A
van from KSPO- TV 13 is close behind. The car horn blasts
again as the car wheels to a stop near the front of the
house...not far fromthe base of the |ladders. The TV van
slides to a stop, the driver hops out and starts video-taping
the scene as a guy in sunglasses |eans out the w ndow of the
sports car and | ooks upward. It's RI P STAGGERS.

R P
Is this the KDMB- FM 106. 3 Pai nt Your
House Cont est?

CUT TO
EXT. FARMHOUSE | N THE PALOOSE COUNTRY -- DAY

TERRY
(to Dave)
See! Here cone the listeners! And
the TV coverage...oh, ye of little
faith!
( MORE)



TERRY ( CONT' D)
(calling down to Rip)
Yep! This is the place!

EXT. SPORTS CAR -- DAY
Rip leans out a little further.

R P
Then you guys nust be Terry and Dave

EXT. FARVHOUSE I N THE PALOOSE COUNTRY -- DAY
Get it right, man.

DAVE
Dave and Terry.

TERRY
That's us. W're a little busy right
now. But, just for com ng by, we've
got a KDMB T-Shirt for you. It's on
the front porch. Go ahead and grab
a one!

EXT. SPORTS CAR -- DAY
R P
Oh, | don't need one of those. | got
a ton of 'em
He turns toward the caneraman.

RI P ( CONT' D)
Know why?

The caneraman zoons in on Rip.

EXT. SPORTS CAR -- DAY

RI P
"Cause |I'm Ri p Staggers!
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Rip lets out a huge, phony |augh.
CUT TO
EXT. FARVHOUSE I N THE PALOOSE COUNTRY -- DAY

R P
And, you're paintin' this house...
"cause of ne! | mght be gone, but
| ain't forgotten. Take a | ook around
boys...you're in R p Staggers
Territory!

Rip | ooks at the canera and | aughs agai n.

CUT TO
EXT. SPORTS CAR -- DAY
Rip | eans even further out the w ndow.

RI P
Wher ever you are...whatever you're
doin'...the Ripster's been there
first.

CUT TGO
P.OV. FROM THE TOP OF THE LADDERS LOCKI NG DOMN -- DAY
Rip slaps the car door and hoots with |aughter, then stops.
Rl P
Oh, and one nore thing...conme on out
darlin'!

Lisa slides up fromthe passenger side of car, pokes her
head and shoul ders out the passenger w ndow and waves.

R P (CONT' D)
Rip Staggers has been THERE, t oo!

He | aughs. She giggles. The caneranman hops back into the
van. Rip burns rubber and roars down the drive and out into
the two-1ane state highway, squealing the tires with each
gear change as he roars away with the TV van in hot pursuit.

CUT TGO
EXT. FARVHOUSE I N THE PALOOSE COUNTRY -- DAY

Dave and Terry are nore than a little confused as they squint
to watch the di sappearing Firebird.
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DAVE
| apol ogize. W are getting sonme TV
cover age.

CUT TO
EXT. FARVMHOUSE | N THE PALOOSE COUNTRY -- AFTERNOON
Dave and Terry are sitting at a picnic table eating |unch

outside the nasty-green nonstrosity they're painting. Terry
pi cks at his food.

DAVE

What an asshol e.
TERRY

She sure is.

Ckay, | know you're upset.

DAVE

I"msure Lisa did it just as a joke.
TERRY

Vll, I"'mnot laughing. |It’s gonna

be on TV forgodsakes!

DAVE
|’ msure she didn't nean to hurt
you. For cryin'" out loud...you live
with her.

TERRY
Not any nore | don't. |I'mnmovin'
back in with you guys for a while.

DAVE
Terry, don't you think you're
overreacting? Since when did you
care about a woman's previ ous sexua
encounters? | nean, when it cones
to that kind of stuff, you're the
king of "I Don't Care!"

TERRY
Yeah, | thought so too. But, Lisa's
different. At least |I thought she
was. | hate to say it now...but, |
was actually kind of...you know. ..
DAVE
Falling...for Lisa? Terry, | don't

know if she's that kind of girl.
What's next for you...marriage?

Terry ponders the question— then, turns to Dave.



TERRY
Uh, Dave? Since you brought up the

subj ect .

DAVE

O what? Loose wonen?

TERRY
No...marriage. There's sonmething |

need to tell you

DAVE
Don't tell ne you proposed!
TERRY
Not about nme. It's about you and
Nancy.
What now?
DAVE
Go on.
TERRY

Remember how, when we npved out here,

it didn't |ook Ii
cone al ong?

DAVE
Sure. It's was a

ke Nance was gonna

mracle she showed.

TERRY

Vell, not really.

Not really? What's that supposed to nean? Terry opened

this can of worns hinself.

He can't stop now.

TERRY ( CONT' D)
Vel |, okay. Here goes. The day we

noved. . . r emenber

how | got up early

to go get sone donuts and was gone

f orever?

DAVE

Yeah. You had to wait for themto

fix the fryer.

Dave, you poor nunskul | .

TERRY
I went to the station to see Nancy.

What for?
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TERRY ( CONT' D)

| knew you' d be mi serable w thout
her. And, we couldn't afford that

in the new gig...

DAVE
Uh huh.
TERRY
So, | went over to convince her

to

come along...for everyone's sake.

You what ?

TERRY ( CONT' D)
But, she didn't budge. She wasn'
gonna cone...until | saidit.

DAVE
Sai d what ?

t

This is harder than Terry thought it would be. He really

regrets bringing it up.

DAVE ( CONT' D)
Terry, what did you say?

TERRY

| told her, if she cane along with
us, you were gonna ask her to marry

you.
What the hell am| listening to, here?
TERRY ( CONT' D)
Dave, cone on man, | thought you

were about to pop the question anyway.

| thought I was hel pi ng!

Let nme think. | gotta think.
TERRY ( CONT' D)
You okay?
DAVE
Yeah, sure. |'ve been engaged for

three nmonths, and didn't know it.

CGod, what does she think of ne?

Terry's about to explain Nancy's feelings.

DAVE ( CONT' D)
Terry -- little advice for you:
better try real hard to get it
with Lisa -- because, you sure

( MORE)

Dave stops him

You
right

72.
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DAVE ( CONT' D)
as hell ain't stayin" with ne and
Nancy toni ght.
CUT TO
EXT. NANCY & DAVE' S SPOKANE APARTMENT -- NI GHT

Terry's Probe pulls up in front of Dave's apartnment. Dave
gets out and wal ks to the front door as Terry drives off.

CUT TO
I NT. NANCY & DAVE' S SPOKANE KI TCHEN -- NI GHT

Nancy is cooking -- stirring sonething that's sizzling in a
frying pan. Nancy gl ances up as Dave appears, covered head
to toe in splashes and dabs of green and red paint.

NANCY
| thought you were going to Paint a
House. .. not yourself.

Dave checks hinmself over. She's right, as usual.

NANCY ( CONT' D)
Ni ce col ors.

DAVE
You wouldn't say that if you saw 'em
on the house.

Nancy chuckl es. Dave sits down at the breakfast bar.

DAVE ( CONT' D) NANCY
You' re not gonna believe You' re not gonna believe
what happened t oday. what happened t oday.
NANCY ( CONT' D) DAVE
You first. You first.
NANCY
You go. | can wait.
DAVE

Okay. Wwell, for starters, | net the
| egendary Rip Staggers today.

NANCY
At the Paint Your House Contest.
Yeah, | saw it on the Channel 13
news.

DAVE

That made it on the news?
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NANCY
Lead story. | couldn't tell, for
sure though...was that Lisa in the
car?

DAVE

Yeah...it was. And that's what was
S0 ammzing. ..

Dave's voice fades quickly into the BG W watch Dave talk
and Nancy react as we hear the V.O Meanwhile, dinner, in
the skillet, begins snoking.

DAVE (V.Q.) (CONT' D)
As | explained the day to Nancy, |
kept asking nyself: "Am| telling
her too nuch? Does she care about
all this crap? WII it all make
sense to her when | get to the end?"
I kept thinking, "Just say it!"
But, | knew | had to set the scene
first.

NANCY
That's what he said when Lisa was
wavi ng at you guys??!

Dave nods and continues his description.

DAVE (V.Q.)
I mean, with a payoff like | had.
This whole bit needed to be set up
exactly right. Right?

NANCY
| bet Terry was crushed.

DAVE
You bet.

NANCY
What do you think's happening over
at their place right about now?

CUT TO
INT. LI SA AND TERRY'S BEDROOM -- NI GHT

In the half Iight, we can see Lisa and Terry are havi ng sex.
W nove in close.

CUT TO

ANGLE ON LI SA'S LEFT HAND
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W see a | arge engagenent ring on her ring finger.
CUT TO
I NT. NANCY & DAVE' S SPOKANE KI TCHEN -- NI GHT

Nancy | ooks stunned.

NANCY
Terry said he | oves Lisa?
DAVE
More or less. But, he didn't stop
t her e!
NANCY
What ? What did he say then?
DAVE (V. Q.)
This was it. | wanted to say it just

right.

DAVE ( CONT' D)
WIIl you marry me?

Nancy | ooks stunned.

DAVE (V.Q.) (CONT' D)
There, 1'd said it. | gave her al
t he background information...all the
crucial details leading up to this
noment. Now, she'd understand it
all conpl etel y!

NANCY
He asked you to marry hinf? He's

gay?
A light goes on.

NANCY ( CONT' D)
Alittle too neat. Fussy dresser.
| knew it! Surel He's gay!

DAVE

What? No! He's not gay. See, he
told me you noved out here with
us. .. because you thought | was going
to ask you to marry ne.

Nancy backs up slightly...into the snoke rising fromthe
skillet. She spins around and yanks the nmess off the heat.

NANCY
Geat. It's ruined.
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DAVE (V. Q.)
At the tine, | thought she was talking
about dinner.

DAVE ( CONT' D)
Don't worry about it. We'll go out
and cel ebrate.

NANCY
Cel ebr ate what ?

DAVE
Qur engagenent!

She hoists the skillet off the range and takes it to the
trash can, where she dunps the contents.

NANCY
So, you're asking me to marry you --
because Terry told you to?

More or |less. She bangs the skillet against the side of the
trash can

NANCY ( CONT' D)
Not the nost romantic proposal, Dave.

Ckay, that coul d have gone better.

DAVE (V. Q.)
| was starting to sense that | hadn't
told the story as well as | could
have.

DAVE ( CONT' D)
What | nmeant to say --

NANCY
No, no. It's okay Dave. M nother
woul dn't understand...but, | stil

| ove you.
Ahh! Things aren't as bad as they seened.

NANCY ( CONT' D)
| admit ny biological clock is
ticking. And, | did conme out here
with the idea that we m ght get
marri ed.

Al right!
NANCY ( CONT' D)

But, | know !l can't marry you...if
you're that's what you want, too.
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DAVE
But, | do!

NANCY
Maybe. O, maybe you proposed because
Terry told you you had to.

Hmm

DAVE (V.Q.)
| really did want to marry her. But,
she was right. It didn't sound like
it.

DAVE ( CONT' D)
Fair enough. | won't bring it up
again -- at least until tonorrow.

Nancy al nost sm | es.

DAVE ( CONT' D)
So, what's your news?

She doesn't really feel Iike sharing right now

NANCY
Oh. | got a job today.

CUT TO
EXT. KBNF -- DAY

KBNF is |ocated in an older, restored brick building in
downt owmn Spokane. On the brass plaque on the front of the
building, the listing for KBNF reads: "KBNF - Breaki ng News
Fast -- 2nd Floor." Nancy walks in the front door.

DAVE (V. Q.)
If things hadn't changed enough
already, they really went into
overdrive the day Nancy started at
KBNF. First of all, she was working
af t er noons.

CUT TO
| NT. KDMB-FM STUDI O -- MORNI NG
Dave and Terry are in the studio, with Lisa behind the gl ass

in her news studio. They're laughing -- doing their show.
As Lisa laughs, her focus seens to be on Dave.
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DAVE (V. Q.)
Wth ne doing nornings, it nmeant
t hat we al nost never saw each ot her
in a vertical position.

CUT TGO
EXT. KBNF -- N GHT
Nancy wal ks out of the building and down the street.
DAVE (V. Q.)
She never got hone before 9. O, as
us norning guys call it: "Bedtine."
CUT TGO

I NT. NANCY & DAVE' S BEDROOM -- N GHT

Dave, fully dressed, wal ks through the darkened bedroom past
Nancy, who's asleep in bed.

DAVE (V. Q.)
I was always heading off to work a
few hours after she'd cone hone.

CUT TO
I NT. NANCY & DAVE' S BEDROOM -- N GHT

Dave's in bed sleeping. Nancy wal ks out of the bathroom
turns off the light and clinbs into bed.

DAVE (V. Q.)
O, to put it another way, she was
always getting into bed, a couple
hours before | had to get up.

CUT TGO
EXT. DOMNTOMN SPOKANE -- DAY
The center of the city is bustling with activity.
DAVE (V. Q.)
Tension? You bet. And, at work,
t hings were getting kinda' tense,
too. The honeynbon was over; and,
Wayne was on the war pat h.
CUT TGO
I NT. WAYNE EVERHARDT' S OFFI CE -- DAY

Wayne's scowl ing at Dave and Terry who are sitting in a | ow
sofa to the side of the desk. Rob Ryan stands behind Wayne.



WAYNE
That brings me to the next point:
The cuckoo cl ock!

DAVE
Oh, come on Wayne -- it's kind of a
"signature” of our show

WAYNE
Vel |, your "signature" is driving ny

wife nuts.
The office door opens. Doug sticks his head in.

DOUG
Uh, excuse ne M. Everhardt, did you
want ne in on this neeting.

Wayne gl ances at Rob who shakes his head "no."

VAYNE
Uh, no Doug. But, 1'Il tell you what
you COULD do. .

He | ooks around the room

WAYNE ( CONT' D)
Anybody el se want sone cof fee?

The other three decline.

WAYNE ( CONT' D)
Coul d you run down to that little
pl ace on Division Street...where
t hey roast their own beans?

Doug nods and | ooks around the room then, closes the door.

ROB
Dave, the cuckoo clock's a nice touch
But, Wayne's got a point. M research
shows that wonmen in an inportant
deno are turned off by the cuckoo.

DAVE
(softly to self)
Resear ch
ROB

And, over the |ast few weeks, Terry's
mentioned his concern about that
t hi ng, too.

What ? Dave turns to Terry. A nmeeting wthout nme?
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W had a little nmeeting one day when
you were in big hurry to get hone to

see Nancy -- before she went to work --

or sonet hi ng.

WAYNE
Dave, you see where this is going?
Lose the cuckoo.

Wayne st ands.

WAYNE ( CONT' D)
Vell, I've said all | have to say.
If you guys want to use ny office,
that's fine. |1'mgonna run out for
a while.

He wal ks to the door.

ROB

Wayne. \What about Doug?

Doug?

ROB ( CONT' D)

You sent himout to get coffee.
WAYNE

Oh! Unh, tell himhe can have it.
DAVE

Doug doesn't drink coffee. It's his

nerves, or sonething,.
Everyone's about had it wth Dave.

DAVE ( CONT' D)
Just trying to be hel pful.

Wayne wal ks out and slans the door behind him
into Wayne's chair.

ROB
Wew!  That nman's got one hot ass.

Dave and Terry | ook at Rob. A hot what?

ROB ( CONT' D)
No, uh, | nean the seat of this chair.
It's still warm

Ch. Boring.

Rob drops
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DAVE
Rob, Terry...I"'ma little upset that
you two are tal king about the show --
wi t hout nme around. It makes ne feel
i ke a second-rate Doug.

TERRY
It only happened because you went
hore.
DAVE
You coul d'a call ed!
ROB
@uys, guys! Hold on. Forget the
cuckoo. It's not inportant.
TERRY

But, you said research showed --

ROB
--Terry, you oughta know by now,
research shows whatever the guy who's
witing the checks wants it to show.

A shared gl ance between partners. Told ya'.

ROB ( CONT' D)
But, forget that. R ght now, 1've
got sonmething a | ot bigger than a
cuckoo clock for you to think about.

Okay, Dave's curious. Terry seens to know what's com ng.

ROB ( CONT' D)
Actually, | gave Terry a heads-up on
this at our little meeting.

Dave: Wat? Terry: Take it easy, it's good news. Rob:
You two ready?

ROB ( CONT' D)
Reno.

DAVE
Reno?

TERRY
Yeah!

ROB
Yeah! Reno! You don't want to stay
in this burg forever, do you?

DAVE
W' ve only been here four nonths.

81.
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TERRY
Only?

DAVE
Isn't that where Rip Staggers is?

ROB
Was. That's where R p Staggers was.
He's not workin' out. And, | think
you guys can get it done...in Reno!

Terry's up for it. And, since he already knew about it,
he's ready to go. Dave reads that in his partner.

DAVE
| repeat...we've only been here four
nont hs.

TERRY
How | ong do you think we'll |ast

here if Rob's not running interference
w th Wayne for us?

DAVE
You nean Wayne wants us out?

ROB
Hel |, Dave, Wayne's had a hard-on
for you since day one.

DAVE
Cone on! He loves it when | make
fun of him

ROB
It wouldn't take nmuch npre for him
totell me to start lookin' for a
new partner for Terry.

Dave's trying to let this soak in. But, it's not. Rob gets
up and pats Dave on the back.

ROB ( CONT' D)
Reno's great! You'll love it!

He wal ks out the door. Now what do we say to each other?

TERRY
Wll, it is Reno. And, Wayne won’t
be there.

DAVE

But, what about Nancy?

TERRY
Yeah, bad |uck about her getting
that job and all.
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DAVE
But, she'll conme...l think. She did
it once. She'll do it again. R ght?

Terry gets up and | ooks out the w ndow
TERRY
I"ve got Rob working on a job for
Li sa i n Reno.

DAVE
What about Nancy? Shoul dn’t she get
a shout?

Terry turns. Oh please, Dave.

TERRY
You’' re not engaged to Nancy.

DAVE
You asked Lisa to marry you?

A W nk.

DAVE ( CONT' D)
You’' re nuts.

Dave gets up to | eave.
TERRY
Hey, Lisa's a part of our show.
Nancy's not.
Dave opens the door to |eave.
DAVE
Take it up with Rob at your next
secret meeting.

He's gone. Terry consider's Dave's suggestion and turns
back to the w ndow.

CUT TO
EXT. KBNF -- N GAT
Nancy wal ks out of the radio station with a couple of friends.
She says goodbye and wal ks toward her car, fishing in her
purse for her keys. A dark figure approaches from behind.

DAVE
Hey!

Nancy junps straight in the air and SCREECHES.

DAVE ( CONT' D)
It's okay, Nance! It's ne!
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NANCY
Jesus, Dave...shouldn't you be in
bed?

DAVE

Probably. But, | thought we could
go have a drink or sonething.

NANCY
Real |l y? Geat! There's a great bar
just down the street.

They wal k of f hand-i n- hand.

NANCY ( CONT' D)
You know, I'mreally starting to
like it around here. There are so
many great places to hang out!

CUT TO
I NT. SPOKANE BAR -- N GHT

The place is crowded with happy people. Laughter fills the
roomfroma hundred different conversations. But, at a booth
near the w ndow, Nancy and Dave | ook to be anything but happy.

DAVE
Nancel It's Reno!

NANCY
Don't you remenber your prom se?

Dave | ooks bl ankly at Nancy.

NANCY ( CONT' D)
You said the next tine a job cane
up, we'd talk about it first.

DAVE
Yeah, but it happened so fast...

NANCY
Right. Just like last tinme. And,
just like last tinme...you' re |eaving
and...|'ve got a job.

Dave hates it when she nmkes so nuch sense.

NANCY ( CONT' D)
Starting to sound famliar to you?
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There's ice in her eyes.
CUT TO
EXT. NANCY AND DAVE' S SPOKANE APARTMENT -- AFTERNOON

Light snowis in the air as Dave wal ks out the front door
for the last tine. He's carrying a snmall lanp. As he gets
to the rear of a large, yellow Ryder truck, we see Dave's CJ
hitched to the truck. Terry is waiting.

TERRY
That it?

Dave lays the lanmp on its side, inside. He |ooks back at
the Victorian. A shrug. Yeah, that's it. Terry pulls the
door down and locks it in place.

TERRY ( CONT' D)
Let's hit the road!

Li sa | eans out of the Probe.

LI SA
Reno, here we cone!

Terry jogs to his car and clinbs in. Lisa happily |eans
close as he starts his car and drives away -- |eaving Dave
to stare longingly at the apartnment window. A frosty exhale
mngles with the snow fl akes as he wal ks to the truck cab
and clinbs in.

CUT TO
I NT. TRUCK -- AFTERNCON

He | ooks at the cuckoo clock on the passenger seat; turns
the key and drops the Ryder into gear.

CUT TO
EXT. NANCY AND DAVE' S SPOKANE APARTMENT -- AFTERNOON
Nancy watches Dave drive away.

CUT TO
EXT. | NTERSTATE 5 QUTSI DE ROSEBURG, WA -- N GHT

It's snowing heavily as the truck and car feel their way
al ong through the nountai ns.
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DAVE (V. Q.)
| tried to convince nyself it was
t he snow that was nmaking this nove a
ot less fun than the [ ast one.

CUT TO
INT. TRUCK -- NI GHT

Terry's driving; and occasionally | ooking over at the cuckoo
on the enpty seat.

DAVE (V. Q.)
But, | knew the real reason | was
m serable. It was Nancy. O, nore

specifically, the |ack of her.
CUT TO EXT. RENO -- DAY
Establ i shing shot of Reno on a drizzly, overcast day.

DAVE (V. Q.)
But, even awful trips nust conme to
an end. And, this one did, too.

CUT TO
EXT. RENO S MAI N DRAG -- DAY

The big, yellow truck runbles past, dripping dirt and a few
i cy chunks.

CUT TGO
EXT. KRNV-FM -- DAY
KRNV is in a building that's very simlar to KDVMB in Spokane.

DAVE (V. Q.)
More than one person has said: "Once
you get through the front door, al
busi nesses are pretty nuch the sane.”

CUT TO
I NT. KRNV-FM -- DAY

The | obby of the radio station |ooks |ike the Spokane | obby,
with all the stations operating fromthe facility |isted out
front: "KBST - The Rockin' Beast," "KKTY -- Soft Hits from
the Kitty," "KQRP - Where Rap Lives" and "KRNV Magic 105."

DAVE (V. Q.)
I'd like to update that old saying
with the thought: "All radio stations
are EXACTLY the sane."
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Dave and Terry wal k though the glass doors into the heart of
the office and studio area. Follow ng close behind are ART
NUSSBAUM the GM and RON STEEL, the unconfortable-Iooking PD

for all four radio stations.

DAVE (V. Q.) (CONT' D)
Maybe it was because Rob Ryan was
the consultant. | don't know. But,
fromday one -- the place had a rea
sense of deja vu about it.

The four stop outside the office and | ook in.
view of the casinos and the nountains beyond.

ART
This is Dan Needl eman's office.
He's the General Sal es Manager...ny
"go-to" guy!

DAVE
I woul d have thought that Ron woul d
be in that position.

ART
No...Ron's just the Program Director
for our four stations. He takes al
his orders from Rob! Ri ght Ron?

RON
Right, M. Nussbaum

ART
Either of you two want coffee?

Dave and Terry: No

ART ( CONT' D)
Ron, could you get ne a latte decaf?

He whips a 5-dollar bill fromhis wallet.

RON
|'ve got a nusic neeting in ten
m nut es.

ART

Vel 1, you better hurry then!
Ron takes the five fromArt and | eaves.

ART ( CONT' D)
Now, where were we?

It's not easy for Art to smle. But, he tries.

There's a
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DAVE (V. Q.)
See what | nean?

CUT TO
I NT. KRNV-FM STUDI O -- MORNI NG

The KRNV studio is a little nore spacious...but w ndow ess.
The guys are in their usual positions, Dave at the controls
in a sweatshirt, Terry at the guest mic in a sport coat and
tie. A song plays. Terry is on the phone.

DAVE
Terry...you wanna get off the phone
so we can tal k about what we're doing
next ?

One sec

TERRY
Uh huh. Ckay, listen Rob, the song's
ending...gotta run. See you at | unch.

Dave groans.

DAVE
W gotta see Rob for |unch?

TERRY
You don't. Rob wants ny thoughts on
a coupl e things.

Dave could kill with that | ook.

TERRY ( CONT' D)
Take it easy! |It's not about the
show. Rob wants mny opinion on some
ot her stations he consults. Plus,
|'ve got to talk to him about Lisal!

DAVE
Li sa?
TERRY
Yeah, | think he's gonna give Lisa

the nmorning news gig with us!

You bastard! The song is ending. No tine to rant. They
grab their headphones.

DAVE
TV Rundown bit! You start.

Terry nods as Dave opens the mcs.
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TERRY
Magi ¢ 105, 8:37, 23 before 9 with
t he Dave and Terry Mrning Thing.
I'm Terry, he's Dave --

DAVE
G ddyup!

TERRY
And before we get to the news with
our best friend, Matt Hern, It's
tinme for the Morning Thing TV Rundown - -
where we "rundown" tonight's TV

Dave begins playing a tune on his mdi keyboard.
TERRY ( CONT' D)

Musi ¢ provided by Dave, his own bad
self...playing the Magnus chord organ!

DAVE
This morning I"mplaying it wth ny
t ush.

TERRY
That is one talented tush, M. Dave.
But, |I'msure you' ve heard that
bef ore.

DAVE
Only in ny dreams. But, you were
saying it.

TERRY

Moving right along...here's today's
Mor ni ng Thing TV Rundown!

DAVE
Toni ght on TV...on "Wl ker Texas
Ranger,"” Chuck Norris gets hit by a
bus and ends up with a Texas Ranger

Wal ker .

TERRY
Quch!  On "Suddenly Susan, " not hi ng
happens -- and Brooke Shields is

sued by Jerry Seinfeld for copyright
i nfringenent.

CUT TO
EXT. TERRY AND LI SA'S CONDO COVPLEX -- MORN NG

Est abl i shing shot of a condo conpl ex.
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DAVE (O.S.)
(radio eq.)
Has anyt hi ng ever happened on t hat
show?
TERRY (Q. S.)
(radio eq.)
Not really.
CUT TGO
I NT. TERRY AND LI SA'S CONDO -- MORNI NG
Lisa -- in her bathrobe -- is sitting at the kitchen table

with her |aptop, redoing her resune as she listens to the
radio. Elno is laying at her feet. She's not happy.

DAVE (O.S.)
(thin radio eq.)
And, finally, on "20/20," Barbara
Wal ters and Hugh Downs m st akenly
grab each other's dentures and spend
the entire hour speaking clearly.

TERRY (Q. S.)
(thin radio eq.)
And, that's today's Mrning Thing TV
Rundown!

DAVE (Q. S.)
(thin radio eq.)
Coming up in the next few mnutes,
nore great nusic and nore of the
Morni ng Thing on Magic 105 -- the
sound of Reno! Right now --

W HEAR t he cuckoo in the background.

DAVE ( CONT' D)
(thin radio eq.)
-- It's news time with Matt Hern --

Oooh, she hates to hear those words.

MATT HERN (Q. S.)
(thin radio eq.)
...39 degrees in downtown Reno, |'m
Matt Hern with this Magic 105 News
Update. City Police and Nevada
H ghway Patrol O ficers--

LI SA
That shoul d be ny job!

She swats the radio off the table. It hits the floor and
breaks into several pieces - but, still works.
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(thin radio eq.) Ch please. Just bite ne!

Are continuing to
i nvestigate a hol d-up
at a conveni ence store.

El no barks.

EXT. NANCY & DAVE' S SPOKANE BEDROOM -- AFTERNCON

Nancy is getting dressed for work. The phone rings.

CUT TO

She

picks it up; and continues to dress as she tal ks on the phone.

NANCY
Hel | 0?
(pause)
Ch, hi. You got ny nessage.

DAVE (V. Q.)
It's a funny thing about being
separated from soneone you | ove. You
get alittle nuts. At least | got a
[ittle nuts.

Nancy sits on the end of the bed to pull on her panty hose.

DAVE (V.0O.) (CONT' D)

Ckay. ..l got a lot nuts.
NANCY
Dave, | want to see you, too. But,

| think it's crazy to drive up here
for a weekend.

She fights to get the panty hose on straight.

DAVE (V. Q.)
It had been about three nonths since
we' d been together. M schedule...her
schedul e...and a general |ack of
noney had conspired to keep us apart.

NANCY
Dave, it's over a thousand m |l es.
That's |i ke, what? 16 hours or
sonet hi ng?

She starts to try to westle herself into her panty hose.

DAVE (V. Q.)
| wanted to drive up for the weekend
to see her. You know, to "renew
acquai ntances." But, she didn't think
it was a good i dea.
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NANCY
Be logical! A weekend has 48 hours
init. You re going to spend 32 of
"emdriving. And, that's not counting
pit stops.

DAVE (V. Q.)
| figured...if | left at noon on
Friday, | could be there by 5 or 6
on Saturday norning. And, | wouldn't
have to | eave before 8 or 9 the next
norning! Doesn't that sound | ogical?

NANCY
No! No, | want to see you too.
But, | don't want to see you die on

the highway as a result. Stay in
Reno. Do not cone here.

DAVE (V. Q.)
| guess it felt like rejection.

The one-handed struggle with the panty hose ends when she
rips a hole with her fingernail -- causing a huge runner.
She didn't need this.

NANCY
| gotta go.
(pause)
Love you, too. Bye.
She puts down the phone; and, rips off the panty hose...in
two pi eces.
CUT TGO

EXT. TERRY AND LI SA'S CONDO COWPLEX -- EVEN NG

A thunder stormis brewing as Terry's blue Probe rolls into
the parking lot. Terry gets out and heads up the wal k | eadi ng
to the unit he shares with Lisa.

DAVE (V. Q.)
Soneti mes everything conmes together
in just the wong way...at just the
right tine.

The door to Lisa and Terry's condo opens. There, behind the
screen door, outlined in a flash of lightening is Lisa, in
her bat hrobe, scowing. She keeps the screen door closed.

TERRY
Hi, Leese! Gee, what a day | had!

LI SA
Where were you?
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TERRY
Huh?

El no barks.

LI SA
| tried to call you all day. \Were
have you been?

Terry | ooks around, concerned the neighbors are hearing this.

TERRY
Lisa, let me in. W'Ill talk.

She opens the door. He goes inside.
CUT TGO
I NT. TERRY AND LI SA'S CONDO -- EVEN NG

The place is a ness. Newspapers and trade nagazi nes are
scattered fromthe living roominto the kitchen area.

TERRY
What the hell happened, here?

LI SA
What? Onh, you don't like the nmess?
Oh, forgive mne M. Neat-freak! But,
| thought | was going to be your
newsperson. .. NOT your mai d!

She ki cks sone books off the coffee table. El no barks.

TERRY

Li sa, hang on! Elnpo -- quiet!
LI SA

Answer nme! Wiere have you been?
TERRY

It's not what you think!
LI SA

How do you know what | think?
TERRY

You think I was with a worman. .. or

sonet hi ng?

El mro growl s and barks.

LI SA

Wo i s she?



TERRY
Lisal! | was with Rob Ryan! He wants
me to go to work for him

LI SA
Ch!  So, you're not cheating on
nme...you're cheating on Dave!

TERRY

I"mnot cheating on Dave.
LI SA

Did you tal k about nme?
TERRY

About you?
LI SA

Wen we noved here, you said Rob was
going to get ne the news job with

you guys.

TERRY
Oh!  Yeah. Sure...we tal ked about
it.

LI SA
You did not!

TERRY
Lisa, this was really inportant!

Rob was tal king to nme about ny future.

LI SA
What about MY future?

TERRY
OUR future...right?

LI SA
You know what | nean.

TERRY
Vel l, uh, we tal ked about you, too!

LI SA
You did not. You're lying. You're
alying rat! Alying rat bastard,
you know t hat ?

TERRY
Ckay, okay. Your nane didn't cone
up today. But, next time | talk to
Rob, 1"I1--

94.
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LI SA
So, |'m supposed to sit around the
house all day watching ny life and
career go down the drain as you clinb,
clinb, clinmb that |adder of success?
You |lying rat bastard!

Lyi ng rat what?

LI SA ( CONT' D)
--1 must have been out of ny mind to
give everything up to come here with
you. You lying rat bastard!

Ckay, the second tine around, it's kind of funny.

LI SA (CONT' D)
You think this is funny?

Oops, no nore smling. Think fast!

TERRY
Uh, no. But, "lying rat bastard”
before. It's kinda' cute. D d you
make that up? |[|'ve never heard you
say that beforel

Lisa's thinking "Wat an asshole.” She grabs her keys off
the table, and heads for the door.

LI SA
Ckay...then let me | eave you with
sonet hi ng you HAVE heard before: You
stupid, fucking jerk!
(pause)
El ro!  Cone!

El o runs out the door ahead of Lisa who slans it behind
her. After a nonent, Lisa opens the door and | ooks inside.

TERRY
Lisal Baby, I'mjust trying--

Enough! She grabs the unbrella near the door.

LI SA
It's starting to rain.
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She sl ans the door again. Terry |ooks around the nmessy room
CUT TO

EXT. DAVE' S RENO APARTMENT -- NI GHT

Lightening illum nates the red CJ-5, parked just outside
Dave's apartnent.

CUT TO
I NT. DAVE' S RENO APARTMENT -- NI GHT
Dave sits on his sofa. The TV's on -- with a show from"' 95
on it -- the sound way down -- his laptop is booted-up on

the coffee table. He's got the newspaper on one knee...and
maki ng notes on a legal pad. There's also a bag of "Smart
Food" and two enpty cans of beer on the coffee table. A framed
8X10 of Nancy is sitting on top of the TV.

DAVE (V. Q.)
When you're a radio guy, there's
nothing like a relaxing evening in
front of the tube...desperately
| ooking for sonmething to make fun of
t he next nmorning. But, that night,
it was even tougher. | couldn't
t hi nk about anything but Nancy. |
couldn't believe she didn't want ne
to come to Spokane to see her!

There's a knock at the door.

DAVE ( CONT' D)
Hol d on!

He puts down the pad and gets up. W HEAR t he knock agai n.

DAVE ( CONT' D)
"' m com ng

He opens the door. Lisa is outlined by a bolt of Iightening.

DAVE ( CONT' D)
Li sa!

Dave sneezes as Elno runs inside. There's roll of thunder
as Lisa walks in. She falls into his arnms, sobbing.

CUT TGO
EXT. DAVE' S RENO APARTMENT -- EARLY MORNI NG
The stormis over. Al is quiet. Puddles reflect the

streetlights and dance off the water droplets that remain on
the parked cars in the parking lot. Dave sneezes O S.
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DAVE (V. Q.)
We all think better...nore clearly...
in the calmafter the storm

CUT TO
I NT. DAVE' S RENO APARTMENT BEDROOM -- EARLY MORNI NG

Dave is in bed, awake, holding a tissue to his nose, staring
at the ceiling. Lisais asleep next to him E nm's at the
foot of the bed. W can HEAR water slowly dripping off the
roof in a steady rhythm

DAVE (V. Q)
In nature, stornms happen when high
pressure neets | ow pressure...one
front bunps into another. They don't
choose to do it...it just happens...
it's nature.

W hear the sound of approaching footsteps.

DAVE (V.Q.) (CONT' D)
That was Lisa and ne the night before
...two fronts bunpi ng agai nst each
other...repeatedly. We didn't choose
to do it.

CUT TO
EXT. DAVE' S RENO APARTMENT -- EARLY MORNI NG

In the bluish half-light, we can see the blue Probe parked
near the red CJ. Terry walks into view.

DAVE (V. Q.)
It just happened. W both knew it
woul dn't happen agai n.

Terry looks at his car and the CJ as he taps on Dave's front
door.

DAVE (V. Q.) (CONT' D)
O course that's real easy for ne to
say. .. now.

Terry knocks harder. Dave opens the door, wearing only his
under wear .

DAVE ( CONT' D)
Terry! Wsat are you doin' here?

TERRY
Lisa and | had a little argunent
last night. And, she ran off with

my car.
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He tries to peer around Dave into the apartnent.

DAVE
Uh huh. But, why are you here, now?
TERRY
She didn't cone back. And, since |
didn't have a car, | hoofed it over

here for aride to the station.
Ch God, this could be bad.

DAVE
Sure! No problem Just wait here!

El o bounds into view and junps on Dave.

TERRY
Where is she, Dave?

Dave sneezes and | ooks at his soon to be fornmer friend as
Li sa wal ks out of the bedroomin her robe, yawning.

LI SA
Wo is it, Davey?

CUT TGO
EXT. RENO RYDER TRUCK RENTAL AGENCY -- DAY
Dave drives into the parking |lot, past several rows of big,

yell ow trucks. He parks, gets out, takes a | ook at the trucks
and then strolls inside.

DAVE (V. Q.)
Terry called in to quit that day.
And, as one of the brilliant radio

mnds | was working for pointed out...
that, neant it wasn't the "Dave and
Terry Morning Thing" anynore. And,
that nmeant...it was "drive tine"
agai n.

CUT TO
EXT. ARIZONA | -10 — DAY

A big, yellow truck rolls past an Interstate highway sign
that reads — "I1-10 East Tucson 78."
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DAVE (V. Q.)
The job in Tucson sounded like it

was perfect for ne.

CUT TO
EXT. TUCSON CITY LIMTS - DAY
A bit, yellow Ryder runbles by a sign that reads: "Leaving
Tucson. "
DAVE (V. Q.)
But six nonths after | started, the
owner fled to Mexico with investors
noney and enpl oyees pay checks.
CUT TO

EXT. 1-10 — DAY

A big, yellow Ryder blows by an Interstate hi ghway sign
reading, "I-10 EI Paso — 90."

DAVE (V. Q.)
El Paso was nice. But, about the
time | started feeling at hone there,
the station was sold to a religious

group.
CUT TGO
EXT. EL PASO RADI O STATION — NI GHT
The radio station is located in an industrial park. Dave's
Jeep drives into the parking |ot.
DAVE (V. Q.)
I found out when | showed up, ready
torock ‘n" roll...
CUT TGO
EXT. FRONT DOOR EL PASO RADI O STATI ON — NI GHT
He tries

Dave puts his key in the lock and it doesn’t turn.
it a couple tinmes, knocks on the door, then |ooks inside.

DAVE (V. Q.)
... And di scovered they'd changed al

t he | ocks.
CUT TO

EXT. EL PASO RYDER TRUCK RENTAL AGENCY — DAY

Dave’s CJ-5 rolls into the parking lot. He gets out and wal ks

in the front door.



100.

DAVE (V. Q.)
| tried hookin'" up with Terry -- who
was, by then, doing really well as a
consultant with Rob. But, he woul dn't
take nmy call.

I NT. RYDER TRUCK RENTAL AGENCY -- DAY

Dave wal ks through the rental store past various rental

equi pnent toward the service desk. Wit! Wo's that behind
the service counter? Yep. It’s Rp Staggers! He's leafing
t hrough a nagazi ne. Dave collects hinmself and wal ks up to
the desk. This could be nessy. Rip doesn’t |ook up.

DAVE (V. Q.)
Luckily, I had a friend fromthat
"l engthy" six-month stint in Tucson
who knew sonebody who was GM at a

station. | made the call...and,
bingo, it was "drive tine" —again.
R P

Can | hel p you?

DAVE
Yeah, | need a truck, Rp

Rip | ooks up fromthe magazi ne and squints at Dave as he
fishes under the counter for a fresh rental form

RI P
How d you know ny nane?

Dave points at Rip's name tag. Oh. Right. R p pulls out
the rental form

R P (CONT' D)
| don't know, you |look famliar.

Oh please, just drop it.

RI P (CONT' D)
I know we've net.

| just want to rent a truck.
RI P (CONT' D)
Wait! You're a fan of the old
Ri pster!
Don't enbarrass both of us, please!
R P (CONT' D)
Yeah, come on man, don’t yank mny
crank! You know who | am

Yes, | do. But, you don't know who | am
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R P (CONT' D)
Yeah! You got it! Now, |et me think.

Rip pulls out his pen and points at Dave.

RI P ( CONT' D)
It wasn’t in the studio. | feel
like we net outside...at a renote —
or sonet hi ng.

DAVE
Kinda . But, look, | really just
want to rent this truck

R P
So, you DO renenber! Cone on, give
me a hint...where'd we neet? Was it
here? O, in Reno? O, Spokane? |
was big in Spokane!

Ckay, you asked for it!

DAVE
Maybe if you wite down mny
nane...it’ Il conme back to you

Rip gets his pen in to position.

RI P
Go ahead.

DAVE
Dave El ders...

Rip begins to wite Dave's nane.

Rl P
Dave El ders...nope, doesn't ring a
bel I .

DAVE
...of the Dave and Terry Mbrning
Thi ng.

Rip stops witing and | ooks up. Dave |ooks around the store,
t hen back at Rip.

DAVE ( CONT' D)
Looks like I'’min R p Staggers
territory!
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Vell, that wasn't very nice. Satisfying? Yes. N ce? No.
CUT TO
I NT. TRUCK -- AFTERNOON
The battered cuckoo clock jiggles on the passenger seat of

t he Ryder Truck. The drone of the engine mingles with a radio
pl aying softly in the background.

DAVE (V. Q.)
Let’s see, after ny second shot in
Tucson, | landed in Denver, New
Oleans, St. Louis and...after a
nasty detour in Kansas City, | got a
hel ping hand fromgood ol' Herb in

Wat er | oo.
CUT TO
EXT. MASS Pl KE -- AFTERNOON

The Ryder rolls up the Mass Pi ke, past the New Engl and scenery
and an exit sign that reads "Downtown Wrcester."

DAVE (V. Q)
And, during all that tine, | never
tal ked to Nancy. | don't know for

sure if it was Terry or Lisa...or
bot h...who made sure Nancy knew what
happened. But, she never took ny

calls. So, eventually, | quit
calling. In fact, | never talked to
any of themagain. |It's been five

years since | even tried.
CUT TGO
I NT. TRUCK -- AFTERNOON

Dave gingerly pushes the cuckoo back fromthe edge of the
seat, next to a copy of the trade paper, "Radio & Records."

DAVE (V.Q.)
As for nmy love life — after Nancy, |
decided that 1'd never date anyone
at work — ever again.

CUT TO
EXT. SUPERVMARKET - DAY

Dave is standing in front of a |arge banner readi ng "WIOL- FM
Free Pizza Blow Qut — Sponsored by Piggly Wggly." He's
wear i ng headphones and a WNOL T-shirt and ani matedly tal ki ng
into a hand-held m crophone while four |ess-than-attractive,
noder at el y obese wonen swoon
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DAVE (V. Q.)
And, with my schedul e, once I
elimnated co-workers fromthe dating

pool, I was left with an odd
assortnment of fans...better known as
"weirdos."

Dave is swarned by the wonen.

CUT TGO
EXT. MASS PI KE — DAY
The truck rolls by.
DAVE (V. Q.)
So, | guess you could say, for seven
years, |'ve basically lived like a
nonk. A very weird, sexually screwed
up nonk.
CUT TGO

I NT. KDMB-FM STUDI O -- MORNI NG

Lisa is in her beloved news studio in Spokane, |aughing al ong
with two DJs in the studio. She's making serious eye-contact
with one of them

DAVE (V. Q.)
Li sa noved back to Spokane and went
right back to her old job...with two
new guys.

Li sa makes serious eye contact with one of the radio guys.
DAVE (V. Q.) (CONT' D)
Al t hough, | heard those two eventual ly
br oke- up.
CUT TGO
EXT. MASS PI KE -- AFTERNOON

The truck rolls past a highway sign that reads: "Boston 40."

DAVE (V.Q.)
Terry? He's still with Rob Ryan.
No big surprise there. | hear he's
l[iving in L. A

ANGLE ON A COPY OF "RADI O & RECORDS" W TH A PI CTURE OF TERRY
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DAVE (V.Q.) (CONT' D)
| see his nane in the trades all the
time. But, | don't bother to call.
It's all just alittle to...awkward.

CUT TO
I NT. WAYNE EVERHARDT' S OFFI CE -- DAY

Wayne i s standing behind his desk angrily yelling at Terry.
Doug stands to the side of the desk, |ooking nervously around
t he room

DAVE (V. Q.)
Once in a trade paper, they quoted
Terry as saying tht being a consultant
is about the best deal in radio 'cause
even when you get fired...you stil
have a j ob!

Terry offers to shake hands with Wayne, who spins angrily

and | ooks out the window. He turns to Doug, who | ooks quickly
to see if Wayne's watching, then quickly shakes hands with
Terry, who smles, turns and wal ks out.

CUT TO
EXT. BOSTON STREETS -- AFTERNOON

The Ryder truck nmoves slowy through the confusing m x of
one-way streets.

DAVE (V. Q.)
As for Nancy...she stayed in Spokane
for awhile. Like |l said, | tried
to get in touch with her -- but, she
woul dn't take ny call. So, | asked
Doug to touch base, once in a while.
Since it didn't involve getting anyone
coffee, he didn't seemto m nd.

The truck lunbers onto a side street, next to a |large office
buil ding. Luckily, there's a spot to park...behind another
Ryder truck

DAVE (V. Q.) (CONT' D)
He told ne that she even cane by the
station a few tines to have |unch
with Lisa. Gves ne the chills.

CUT TO
I NT. TRUCK -- AFTERNOCON

Dave cranks the steering wheel around to get the truck as
close to the curb as possible.
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DAVE (V. Q.)
Anyway, eventually, she noved on
And, | lost track of her. Last |
read in the trades, she was in

Phoeni x.

Dave turns off the truck's engine. He stretches, enjoying
t he sudden silence and the chance to |l et go of the steering
wheel .

DAVE (V. Q.) (CONT' D)
But, that's all in the past. Gone.
Like I said, I'd just about decided
I"d never |leave lowa...when | got a
call fromthe GV Pete Abrans. He
said his consultant told himabout
me and he asked for my tape. Al nost
before the Fed-Ex truck left ny
apartment, Pete was back on the phone
to offer me a job.

He picks up the battered cuckoo and opens the truck door.
CUT TGO
EXT. BOSTON STREETS -- AFTERNOON

Dave clinbs out of the 22-ft. Ryder, clock in hand, and
stretches. Then, shakes his bad |l eg and beats on it with a
closed fist.

DAVE (V. Q)
Cr anps.

He |inps toward the building. As he does, he gl ances over
hi s shoul der at the other Ryder truck.

DAVE (V.Q.) (CONT' D)
| start in couple weeks. But, Pete
asked me to drop by today for a
neeting...you know, neet the new
boss... Same as the old boss. And,
while I"mhere, | thought 1'd drop
by the studio and hang up ny "good
[ uck"” talisman!

Those comi ng out of the office building glance at Dave as he
wal ks in the glass revolving door with the cuckoo cl ock.

CUT TO
I NT. DAVE' S BOSTON STATI ON LOBBY -- AFTERNOON

The layout of the office is pleasant and airy. Dave |inps
off the elevator to the RECEPTI ONI ST who | ooks up from her
conputer screen. He puts the cuckoo clock on the counter
above her desk. It clangs.
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DAVE
H . Dave Elders to see M. Abrans.

RECEPTI ONI ST
I"1l tell himyou' re here.

She turns in her chair slightly toward the corridor |eading
to the offices and yells.

RECEPTI ONI ST ( CONT' D)
Pete! The new guy’s here!

Dave turns to survey the reception area. There, in a chair
in the waiting area, looking up in surprise froma mgazi ne,
is Nancy. They're both conpletely surprised.

NANCY DAVE
Dave? Nancy?
NANCY DAVE
What are you doi ng What are you doi ng here?

her e?

A ook of pain races across Dave's face. He bends over to
grab at his left thigh

DAVE ( CONT' D)
Cramp!

He bends over and stonps his foot on the floor. Then, he
| ooks at Nancy. Please? She raises her mmgazi ne.

NANCY
Dr eam on.

Dave swats hinself as PETE ABRAMS wal ks into view He's 50i sh,
dressed casually, carrying a small white dog, puffing on a

pi pe; and, trying to make sense of the scene unfolding in
front of him W hear a loud "pop." Dave npbans in relief

and stops twitching. Pete is puzzled. Dave's ready to
expl ai n.

DAVE
Cranp.

PETE
What ever .

The GM extends hi s hand.

PETE ( CONT' D)
I’ m Pete Abrans.

Dave backs away. Pete’'s puzzl ed.

DAVE
The dog.
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PETE
You' re afraid of Scruffy?

Nancy has gotten out of her chair and is wal king forward,
sonewhat reluctantly.

NANCY
He's al l ergic.

PETE
Hey, me too. Scruffy’ s a Maltese!
My wife says he’s hypo-all ergenic!
I"mdog-sitting today.

The dog barks. Pete extends his hand again. Nancy intercepts
it and shakes.

NANCY
" m Nancy Jam eson. d ad to neet
you. But, | think there’s been a

m st ake, here.

PETE
M st ake?

Dave wants to nake this as easy as possible for Nancy.

DAVE
Yeah, well, see a few years ago,
Nancy and |....well, we — we were....
PETE
Terry said you two knew each ot her
DAVE NANCY
Terry Meyers? Terry Meyers?
PETE

Right. He's Rob Ryan's top guy.

And, when we were |ooking for a new
direction in the norning, Terry said
you two were good as individuals...
and, unbeatable as a team

Dave | ooks at Nancy.

DAVE

So, that's your truck out there?
NANCY

No flies on you, M. Wzard.
PETE

Look, | can see this is a bit of a

shock for both of you.
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NANCY
Well, it's a shock for ne, that's
for sure.

Dave's not sayi ng not hi ng.

PETE
| don't care about your personal
history. | just want you guys to
work on the air. |If you're pros,
you can. And Terry says you can.

Dave | ooks into Nancy's eyes for the first time in nore than
7 years. Nancy tries to | ook away. Does she, though?

PETE ( CONT' D)
Look, why don’t you give ne a chance

to show you around? W got a nice
pl ace here!

Pete | ooks toward the receptionist.

PETE ( CONT' D)

Veronica, hold nmy calls...l’mgoing
to give the new norning crew the
grand tour.

Pete puts the dog on the fl oor.

PETE ( CONT' D)
Lead the way Scruf!

The dog yi ps and runs down a hallway with Pete and Nancy
cl ose behind. Dave, watches Nancy wal k away. Then, he
follows quickly. The Receptionist, who s been watching al
t hi s shakes her head.

RECEPTI ONI ST
Radi o peopl e.

CUT TO
I NT. DAVE' S BOSTON STATI ON BULLPEN AREA — DAY

In the center of the office area is a large open area...wth
cubicles. People are busily working, tal king on phones,
etc. As Pete talks to Nancy, Dave hurriedly catches up.

PETE
This is the sal es area.

He points to a wonman who’s on the phone and busily scribbling
not es.

PETE ( CONT' D)
That’ s our sal es manager, Barbara.
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and scribbling. Dave slips up close to Nancy.

DAVE
Can we tal k?
PETE
Gee, | hope so. This is a radio

station...we hired you to talk.

Pete laughs. God |I'm funny!

NANCY
M. Abranms says this is the sales
ar ea.
PETE
Pete! Call ne "Pete."
DAVE
Uh huh. Nice.
PETE
But, | can see you two don't care

about this stuff.
Relief! He gets it!

PETE ( CONT' D)
You want to see the studio, right?

No, he doesn't get it. Uh, right now? No.
Lead the way.

PETE ( CONT' D)
Fol | ow ne.
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He strides into the studio. Scruffy runs after himas the

door closes. Nancy's not

NANCY
Did you know about this?
DAVE
Nancy, | had no idea. | haven't talked

to Terry in years. You |look great.

NANCY

| gave up a nice job in Tallahassee

for this. Thanks.

The studi o door opens slightly and Pete sticks his head out.

PETE
You two com ng?

Ch!  Sure!
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DAVE NANCY
Yeah! Coni ng!
Nancy pushes open the studio door. It opens on a panorama
of the |atest equi pnent — and nost inpressively — huge w ndows
with a view of the outside world. [It’s the first tinme Dave’'s
seen an outside window in a studio in his career.
DAVE NANCY
Ww Gee.

Pete is standing behind SANDY EDWARDS, the jock on the air.
Sandy’ s 40i sh. He nods at Dave and Nancy. A song is playing
low in the background.

PETE
Yeah, we like it in here. | used to
be a jock...and, | swore — if | ever
ended up in charge soneplace — 1'd

put the studio where the jocks could
relate to the listeners...to the

weat her...to the world around
them..and, not stick “emin a closet
in the mddle of the building
sonewhere. Say "hi," to Sandy

Edwar ds!

Dave and Nancy nod to Sandy who holds up his hand and slips
on his headphones. The song in the background is fading.
Sandy clicks on his mcrophone.

SANDY
Q 104...Boston’s best. |’ m Sandy
Edwar ds wor ki ng our way through a
Friday on the Back Bay.

The rest of this is under Dave and Terry’s hal f-whi spered
conversation



SANDY ( CONT' D)
Hey, don’t forget,
this weekend the Q 104
Bucket Brigade wll be
crui sing Quincy Market
— W th buckets of great
stuff to give away! T-
shirts, novie passes,
cof fee nugs, val uable
coupons from great
pl aces like Filene's,
Bl ockbuster and Td -
Fridays. ©h yeah...and
they' |l al so be handi ng
out ten, crisp, new
one-t housand dol | ar
bills. The Q 104 Bucket
Bri gade. .. anot her reason
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NANCY
| don’t want to go back to
Tal | ahassee.

DAVE
Vell, I'’mnot goin back
to Waterl oo...again. Not
after | finaly got a hypo-
al | ergeni c dog.

NANCY

You went back to Waterl oo?
DAVE

Herb says "hi."
NANCY

That damm Terry. It's his

peopl e are saying "thank faul t.
you" to the "New Q"

DAVE
(softly to self)
"Fault" is not the word |I'd use.

Sandy hits a conmercial. W hear it playing softly, under.
He takes off his headphones.
SANDY
Ta da!
PETE

Good j ob, Sandy.
Pete | ooks to Dave and Nancy.
PETE ( CONT' D)
Let’s go get a cup of coffee. You

can conme back later and | et Sandy
show you t he ropes.

Pet e opens the door and Scruffy runs out. Dave and Nancy
foll ow Pete who chases after the dog.

PETE ( CONT' D)

Scruffy!
NANCY
So, where have you been. .. besides
Wat er | 00?
DAVE
Oh, god, | don't know, Tucson— tw ce,

El Paso, New Ol eans, St. Louis,
Kansas City. Wat about you?
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NANCY
I was in Phoenix for a few years.
Then, they sold the station and |
wound up in Tallahassee. | was there
two years and ny hair never did adjust
to the humdity.

They watch Pete chase his dog across the room and di sappear
down a corridor

NANCY ( CONT' D)
| saw the cuckoo.

DAVE
Yeah, well, sonme guys carry a
torch...l"mstill carrying a

cuckoo...for you
That one hit hone. A nonment to think about it.
NANCY
You think that’s bad. I'mstill
carrying a purple sofa for you
A qui ck | augh.

NANCY ( CONT' D)

Really. It’s in the truck
God, 1've m ssed you. Pete appears froma doorway off the
bul | pen ar ea.
PETE
Don't get lost. In here, guys!
Oh right. Qur new jobs. Pete is in the station kitchen
fiddling with the coffee maker.

PETE ( CONT' D)
| was gonna suggest that you two
have a cup of coffee and catch up.
But, | can't seemto get this thing
to give with the caffeine!

Scruffy runs in with his leash in his nouth.

PETE ( CONT' D)
Looks like Scurf, here, needs a little
constitutional. How ‘bout if we neet
back here in a couple hours? You
two have sone coffee on ne.

Uh. Well. Scruffy growls. Pete pulls a roll of bills from
hi s pocket and hands Nancy a few crisp 20s.

PETE ( CONT' D)
On nme. CGotta run. Welcone aboard!
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Pete picks up Scruffy and wal ks away qui ckly. Al one together
for the first time since Spokane. What to say? Wo's going
to go first?

NANCY
Too bad about the coffee nmaker.
Not really.
DAVE
Call ne "crazy," but I'll bet there's

sonmepl ace in Boston that sells coffee
by the cup to people |ike you and

ne.
Sounds good. But, | don't conpletely trust you, you know.
NANCY
W' ve got an awful lot to talk about.
Yeah, but, | know we can handle it.
DAVE
W' || order an extra-|arge.

They wal k out, past the Receptionist, together.

FADE TO BLACK
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